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The Georgia Council of Trout Unlimited
will participate with the Georgia DNR on a
work project on Smith Creek in Unicoi
State Park, Saturday, September l1th.
Plan to meet at 8:30 AM in the fishermen,s
parking lot below the maintenance barn.
Entrance to the parking area is located
just east of the lodge. Turn on the paved
road that leads to the tennis courts,
through the maintenance area to the park_
ing lot.

\_ Yo.,_ should bring a iunch and something
to drink as the park staJf may not be
furnishing food at this outing.
For those of you who have not yet been to
Smith Creek, this will be an excellent time
to scout it out before the Delayed Harvest
season opens in November.
On Saturday, September 21th, the Chap-
ter will work with the U. S. Forest Service

on structure maintenance work on pop_
corn Creek. Some of you may have helped
install several structures up there a few
years ago.
To those new to the area, you carl meet at
the Popcorn Lookoff on Hwy 76 about 9:00
AM. Or, you can drive directiy to the site.
The lookoff is located about .6 miles west
of the intersection of GaHwy lg7 and
US76. To drive to the site continue past
the Popcorn Lookoff for about l.9milei on
US 76. Look for a Forest Service sign on
your right. Just beyond the sign is FSI63
to the right. Follow this road, to popcorn
Creek.
Doug Watson, USPS, doesn,t think the job
will take us much past noon or 1:O0 pM.
This is a small brook trout stream.

The Chapter's August meeting
was fillsd with visions of exotic
lands and huge trout and
salmon.
John Martin led ofl with a video
of his and fellowchapter member,
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Russia- By helicoptor and rubber
raft they joined in a scientific
expedition's quest for Rainbow

and Char. There were some
prett5r irnpressive fish caught
and Jotrn reported they aver-
aged 24 inches!
They encountered bugs and
more bugs; lots of rain; lots of
trout and they obviously had a
great time. Thanks, John for
sharing this adventure witle us-
Doc, Sam and Danny just re-

turned from Kodiak Island, fi.sh-
ing for king and silver salmon;
chars and dolly vardens. They
also spent a lot of time dodging
and sharing pools with ttre is-
land's infamous grizzltes- Doc
had some real good footage of
these behemoths as well as the
finny residents of Saltery. Bring
this filrn again. Thanks Doc.
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There should be no shortage of tall
tales of the West during the next
few months. With the hot weather
and low water here at home, many
of our members have fled west in
search of better fishing.
Some destinations are not known
but others have alreadY been
shared with those who remained at
home. Your editor's ten Year old
grandson caught his share of brook
trout in Colorado. Some well
known beaver ponds were the ideal

setting for a first timer, both to the
area and with a fly rod.
Other members headquartered fur-
ther north and from their rePorts,
they found the fishing great.
June and I will be headed back at
the end of the month for both
fishing and sightseeing. We hope to
hook up with Gene and Charlie for
a little fishing while we are there.
October is not far offand maYbe we
all will not have to drive so far to
pursue our favorite quarry!

According to Representative Nathan Deal's office, the funds necessary to pur-
chase a tract of land on the West Fork of the Chattooga have been restored to
the federal budget for Fiscal Year 2000. At least two members of the chapter
contacted Deal{ office expressing concern over this issue and could certainly
have helped in replacing this item in the proposed budget. Your phone calls,
letters and eren E-mailbn issues do help. You can reach Nathan Deal through
his web page www.house.gov/deal.

2437 Rayburn House Office Bldg P.O. Box 1015
Gainesville, GA 30503
(7701 53s-2se2

ashington, DC 20515-1009
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I.WILDERNESS DESIGNATION IS NOT NECESSARY TO
SAVE CHATTOOGA FOR RECREATIONAL RESOURCE
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side the Vfild & Scenic corridor as Wilderness
but not the corridor itself.
3. Or designate areas on both sides of the Wild &
Scenic coridor as eOld Growth Area for Recre-
atlon'.
4. Do nothing. Arryone visiting the Rock Gorge
will soon appreciate tJlat it is 'wilderness, al-
ready.
Ttre first three options rxrill allow fisheries man-
agemnt and will protect the area from logging
and additional roads.
Letters do make a difference. On page two,
Nathan Deal's address appe€rrs. South Carolina,s
representative for the area in question is:

Hon. Lindsay O. Graham
House of Representatives
1429 Longrvorth. House Office Bldg
Washington, DC 20515
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Chapter members probably get weaqr of hearing
about the proposal to designate as Wilderttess',
the atea from just above Highway 28 to below
Burrellb Ford Bridge. So okay.
At last month's meeting tl:e membership was
encouraged to write their representatives and
stress that t-here are alternatives to the wilder-
ness proposal that would allow a continuation of
the current fishery management paractices. Very
simply put, Wilderness would not allow the heli-
copter stocking that has so enhanced the fishing
experience on t}e Chattooga for the last several
years.
So, a quick revietv so that, hopefu11y, you will
take pen in hand and write.
Other options:
1. The area could be designated cscenlc Anea,
by the Congress.
2. Congress could also designate the areas out-
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