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The next Chapter meeting will be at the Rock
House, Clayton, GA, Tuesday, July 20, 1999. The
fellowship begins about 6:30 PM, followed by tl-e
program and meeting at 7.
The Chapter helped fund two young men working
for the U. S. Forest Service as interns ttris summer
and they will be on hand to report on their activi-
ties. These are the young people who will be
counted on to assure future fishermen of an ade-
quate resource. ?ry to be on hand and give them
an attentive audience.

In the Spring issue of The Chattooga Quarterly,
oflictal publication of the Cla5ton based Chat-
tooga Rlver Yatershed Coalltion, thetr direc-
tor, Bazz Wlllians, has srltten an editorid
entltled, 'Dialectlcs Gone Awry'.
Quottng from hts edttorial... afhk temlnds me
of the IoaI Troat Anltmtted chapte4 nhtch
veheaentllr opposes the ldea of deslgnattag
the Chattooga Rlvet's Rock Gotge Roadless
Atea as Ylldernes. Thcy datn that ft mtght
catrise the dlsaaftnaetlon of a heltapter spat
aad takeD ttout stocktrtg prognm. One must
ask: shet ate the prtartttes of a onscnatlon
groap mofie concetzed aboat the afilIlctal
ptapagatlon of a non-netive specles, than pru-
tcctlon for the vlld natlvc brook ttout?D
Being a Tech man I may be wrong but I think
"dialectics" entails examining ideas or opinions
logically to determine their validity. Now, zlllyone
who has ever heard Mr. Williams talk on tl:e
subject of urilderness brows that there is only
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Past President and unofficial Chapter physcian,
Russ "Doc" Burken, is also scheduled to deliver
his annual first aid for outdoorsmen. *Doc" always
has very useful information for those of us extrros-
ing ourselves to snakes, ticks, poison ivy and
other hazards.
Last month's meetirrg at Kelly's had to be kieked
back to another time due to circumstances beyond
Bill's control. Thanks to Fritz and Maria for bring-
ing all t]rat good chicken to accompany Walt's
usual snacks.

one valid position - tris!
Returning to his quote, he forgets to mention
tlat the Georgia Council of TU opposes wilder-
ness designation for the Rock Gorge, not just the
Rabun Chapter. He also forgets to mention that
the tract in question is not roadless..we all use
one to get into Roundtop. He states that it may
discontinue helicopter stocking when he knows
full well tl:e USFS is on record stating that they
will not stock if this happens. What he refers to
as put and take is really "put arrd grow", and as
for protecting the wild native brook trout, our
chapter has certainly done it's share of habitat
work on behalf of the Brook'Trout. He implies
that if stocking is discontinued, tJee native Brook
Trout will "returrt" to the Chattooga. That is
laughable! Due to marry factors, water tempera-
tures in ttre river would prohibit such a migra-
tion. And, "native species"?, Mr. Williarns. The
Cherokee Nation will wel.come the news that you
intend to vacate the premises.
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July, August and September marks that
period when huge numbers of packed to
the top vehicles have their wheels turned
West and lumber out past Hiawassee.
There are at least four groups heading in
that direction over the next several
weeks. Walt, my grandson Logan and I
will be on our way July 30th. I'm collect-
ing the gear, planruring ttre menus and
itenerar5r. The planning is a lot of tJ. e fun,
as you cover each stream you plan to fsh
in your mind. The fish are bigger and
more plentiful in your planning.
How about doing your newsletter editor a
favor and making notes of any spectacu-
lar trout, coug€rr encounters, humorous

The Laad and lHater Consersatlon Fund
(LWCF) was created in 1965 to preserve
wildtfe habitat and wildlands, as well as
to protect our outdoor recreational re-
sources for future generations. It has
been the nation's most significant fund-
ing source for federal acquisition of park
and recreation lands and for matching
grants to state and local governments for
acguisition and development of outdoor
recreation areas and facilities. The vast
majority of LWCF revenues are gener-
atged from the federal government's sale
of oil and gas leases on the Outer Conti-
nental Shelf.
Enough baclground. T.he last privately
owned tract of land on the West Fork of
the Chattooga River has been appraised

incidents and the like. Then report them
back here upon your return. No need to
name streams or anything like that' Just
share with your felLow Chapter members
your experiences.
Speaking of going West, or is it East? T\nro

of our members, John Martin arrd
Arthur Crowe, are headed for Russia to
trout fish owhere no man has been be-
fore". Hopefrrlly, when ttrey see tJ:is they
will volunteer to come to a meeting (You
know what that is, John, every 3rd Tues-
day) and report on fishing in Siberia, or
wherever it is they are going. Also, let's
hope Clinton doesn't foul up relations
with Russia until they get back!

and the is being reviewed. A
nrillion dollars was set aside in the FY
2OOO budget for its purchase. But, during
mark up of the budget bill the furrds were
cut by the House.
Letters from the membership to our rep-
resentative, Nathan Dea1, asking that he
write the Appropiations Cornmittee and
insist that the Chattooga River be in-
cluded in the LWCP budget for FY 2OOO
could really he1p.

Hon. Nathan Deal
House of Representatives
2437 F:aybnanHouse Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515

LAST CHANCE ON THE WEST FORK?



WILDERNESS DESIGNATION IS NOT NECESSARY TO
SAVE CHATTOOGA FOR RECREATIONAL RESOURCE

Chapter members probably get wea4r of hearing
about tlre proposal ta designate as "Wildemess",
the area from just above Highway 28 to below
Burell's Ford Bridge. So okay.
At last month's meeting tlre membership was
encouraged to write their represerrtatives and
stress t]:at ttrere are alternatives to the wilder-
ness proposal that would allow a continuation of
the current fistrery sumagement paraetices. Very
simply put, Wilderness would not allow ttre heli-
copter stocking tJ:at has so enhanced tlle fishing
experience on the Chattooga for the last several
years.
So, a quick review so that, hopefully, you will
take pen in haad and write.
0ther options:
L. The area couLd be designated sScnlc Area'
by tJ:e Congress.
2. Congless could also designate tlre areas out-
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side the Wild & Scenic corridor as Wilderness
but not the corridor itself.
3. Or designate areas on both sides of the Wild &
Scenic corridor as *OId Gnourth Arrea for Recne-
ationt.
4. Do nottring. Anyone visiting the Rock Gorge
wifl soon appreciate that it is "wilderness" al-
ready.
Ttre first three options udll allow fisheries man-
agemnt and will protect the area from logging
and additional roads.
Letters do make a difference. On page two,
Nathan Deal's address appears. South Carolina's
representative for tJ:e area in question is:

Hon. Lindsay O. Graham
House of Representatives
1429 Longworth House Off.ce Bldg
Washington, DC 20515

RABUN CHAPTER SCHEDULE OF ACTIVITIES
g-F-E---

!(notlce how this is getting shorter. the year 2OOO is coming. doo-doo-doo-doo)

AUG 16

WORK PROJECT ON CHASTAIN BRANCH
MONTHLY CIIAPTTR MEETING

MONTHLY CIIAPTER MEETING

WORK PROJECT ON SMITH CREEK - UNICOI SP
MONTHLY CHAPTER MEETII{G
WORK PROJECT ON POPCORN CREEX
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2L AI{I{UAL CHRISTMAS DINNER MEETIT{G. DILLARD HOUSE
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LICENSE RENEIIIAL THE EASY UTAY

Can't imagins that you haven't re-
newed your fishing licenses as of this
date, but just in case:
You can now renew or obtain a new
license in Georgia, resident or non-
resident, 24 hours a day, 365 days a
year. Have your credit card ready and
dial:

1-888-748-6887
They will give you arl authorization
number so that you can fish as sCIon
as you hang up. In addition to the
cost of the license, the state will add
$S.gS to your credit card bill.

Want to cast a line in North Carolina
and you have no license? Pick up the
phone and dial:

1-888-248-6834

North Carolina operates a little differ-
ently. You taik to a real live person
and there is no charge for the service.
As with Georgia, you will be given an
authorization number and your li-
cense will arrive a couple of weeks
Iater. They accept vrsa or MC.
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