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Monthly Meeting

Kyle Burrell is on the
agenda for the Tuesday,
June 17th meeting to
present the findings of his
research on the Chattooga
River. The meeting will be
at the Rock House in
Clayton, refreshments at
6:30pm, meeting at7pm.

We will also be discussing
the June 20-2l campout so
please plan to attendl

Chapter Officers

Dr. Russ Burken-President
(706)77e-5s97

Terry Sechorn - Vice.President
(706)746-s227

Russel Johnson - Treasurer
(706)782-2424

Sharon Wilson - Tight Lines Editor
(706)7824985

June 20 &21 Campout 0n Santeetlah

It is just about time for our June oampout. One imporrant thing you need to
know ifyou are planning to come: the cooks have rcsigned, bring your
own food if you plan to eat while you're there. Also, bring some
drinking water! All members should plan to anend ifthey can, this should
be a lot of fun!

Directions: Go to Robbinsville, NC on US 129. One mile north of
Robbinsville on US 129, turn left on NC 1116. Go 3.5 mile to NC ll27 and

turn right. Travel about 10 miles to Santeetlah Gap. This is the east end of
the new Cherohala Highway. Turn left on Cherohala then imrnediately right
on FSSI (gravel road). About one mile to bridge over creet then about 2 or
3 miles to field on right next to Stewart Cabin & SST (sweet smelling toilet).
We will camp in the field. lVlap on back of this page.

Stocking In A Designated \ffitrderness

As the issue of Rock Gorge/Chattooga River continues to evolve,

questions will continue to surface. Since this is an impotant issue to the
members in the Rabun Chapter you can anticipate seeing a lot of
information regarding the Rock Gorge area. There has been some

confusion at recent meetings regarding the continuation of the stocking
program should Rock Gorge be incltrded in the Ellicott Rock Wlderness.
A letter from David G. Holland, Unit Leader, USFS Recreation Progranns,

dated June 3, L997, and addressed to Buzz Williams, Executive Director
of the Chattooga River Watershed Coalition, states the following:

'Tisheries management in the Rock Crrirge area involves stocking of 5"-6"
rainbow and brown trout as a put-grow-take fishery. The habitat is
marginal for trout, and does not sustain a reproducing trout fishery. Due
to this unsuccessful reproduction, the Rock Gorge area is aerially stocked
yearly by helicopter in cooperation with both the South Carolina
Department of Natural Resources and the Georgia Department ofNatural
Resources.

The existing stocking practice is not compatible with Forest Service

wilderness management policy and would not be continued ifthe area

were designated wilderness."

For more on the Rock Gorge iseue, see pages 3 through 5
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Page 2 Tight Lines

TTIE DEBATG SVEN WTISENilE3S

Sorne of you may be aware of a controversy brewing among TU rnembers and others conceming the proposed

expansinnl'creationofseveralwildemessareasinGeorgia. Thecatalystforthisissuewesal99SpublicarionbyThe
Wildemess SocietyentitledCe orgia's MountrainTreasures which identified44 areas thalthe Society recommended
for speciai protection. One of these areas is located aiong the Chattooga River in a section known as Rock Gorge,
an I I .000 acre parcel that straddles &e riverbetween Burrel!'s Ford and Hwy.28. The arEa"s rnost valuable rcsource
is its trout fishery, and therein lies the debate. How ean the river best be prolected? A wilderness designation would
preserve the rcsouFce, buf possibly at a price"

Troutlines has invited two TU rncrnbcrs to contnbute opposing viewpolnts on this issue" Both Greg Moran and
Doug Adams have been closely involved with the ongoingprocess of revisingtheChattatroochee and SurnterForest
Flans. Theses plans are the guiding doe urnents that determine how the Forests witl be used and managed for the next
ten years. We encourage you to send yourcornrnents and opinions to the addrcsses below, orto us here atlrou tlines,

USDA Fonest Service
Attn; Planning Teanr
1755 Clevetrand Hwy.
Gainesville GA 30501

USDA Forest Servicc
Attn: Flanning Tearn
4931 BroadRiverRd.
Columbia SC 29210

tetter 8e tlle Editor - troug Adams

DerEditon
Baseball. Apple Pie. Motherhood

urd Wilderness are as good and
wholesome as the American Flag.
Well. the baseball strike was about
gtced, most apple pie cornes from the
ftozen food section, Susan Smi& in
Union. SC drowned hcr two young
ssns and-"\Milderncss'" is not aI-
wEys the best way to manage our
naturalrcsources.

I am a nout enthusiast. I am
beginning my 42nd season trout fish-
ing the Chanooga Rivcr. My wife
and I rnoved to Rabun County from
DeKdb County 32 scasons ago s0
that we would be closer to the
Chattooga. I have fished the
Chattooga as often as 70 to 80 times
ia a year.

Ihave been active in the Chattooga
River Coalition sinee it was orga-
nized in 1985. Thc purpose of the
Coalition is to give specialemphasis
to protection and enhancement ofthe
fishery rcsources, water quality and

cCInrinued on page 3

overall biologica! health o'f the
Ctrattooga River and its watershed.
The principal goal of the Coalition is
to prcvide a workable guide/plan of
action for those agencies and indi-
viduals responsible for or interested
in the rnanagement of the Chanooga
River fishery resource. The CoaEi-

rion is comprised of representatives
from USDA Forest Serv ice from GA,
SC and NC, SC DNR, GA DNR, NC
WRC ar:dTrout Unlimited from GA,
SC urd I{C" We meet annually in
tranuary. The Coalition has spawned
two TU chapters: the Rabun (GA)
Chapter in l9E6 and the Chanooga
(SC) Chapter in i988.

I oppose rhe Wilderness Society's
pmposal to reelassify as "$filder-
ness" the Rmk Gonge arca of the
C}:attooga River for the following
re&sons:
. The "Wild and Sccnic River'" ctas-
sifisation is morc than adequarc to
piotect the riverand toprovide a tnre
wildemess experiencc tbr the occa-
sional visitnr.
. The proposed "'Wilderness'" desig-
nation will be iike a rnagnct, attract-
ing large numbers of visitors. This

l.etter to the Editsr - Greg S(oran

In early 1996, &e tlS Forest Scr-
vice (USF$lstrted developing a new
forest plan for rnanaging the
Ctattahoochee and Oconee National
Forests. As part of the planning
process, the USFS will be dctennin-
ing whieh areas will be or witrl not be
opcn fcr road building and. timbcr
cuning. Thc USFS will also consider
arcas for spccial protection, such as

wiider,ress. This.one issuc of setting
aside areas forspecial prorection has

spa*ed not only a heated but emo-
tionally charged debate. Unforru-
nately, the emotional side of ttris de-
batc has at tirnes obscured rhe facts.
The one arcatjrat has drawn the most
snsntion reeently is Rock Corge,
which surrounds the Chanooga River
from Eurrcil"s Ford to Hwy. ZB.

The Chanooga River was ciesig-
natd a Wild and Scenic River in
1974" The Vfild and Scenic corridor,
which is one-half to one mile wide,

continuedonpage 4
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Doug Atlunt.\' Ittter
<'tttttitttttd lt'rtnt 1tug,e -l

results in ovcruse and dcstroys the
uensc ol'solitude that the Wildemess
Act ritr-ivcr l(rattttin. Thc Ellictxt St<rck

Scenie Area. when designated a "Wil-
demess'" in lt)75, soon became one of
the most vlsitcd "Wildernesb" areas
(visitors pcracre pcryearl in the entire
USDA Fr-rrest Service. nation!'\'ide. trn

orderto reduac the overuse. the EIlicon
R<rk Wildenress Area lvlanagernent
Plarn pnrvides lirr possibL' use of a
reservati(xr system anrilor mcth(xls to
reduce the number of day-usie fisher-
men. As in the Ellicott Rock Wilder-
ness Areu. tlu visitoni willconcentrate
into nuror+ crtrrideim along the trail
sysrcm tlral will prirnarily tblkrw water
eourses with camping talting place in
riparirur /.()nes. The steep topograph
urddense vegctation will inhibitcross-
country truvel.
. The sturlies. sarnplings und surreys
c()nducte(lhy the Coalition dunng the
pusl tlccadc havc proverl tltat tlrc trout
fishery in the river below Big Bend
Falls hus littlc or no natural repruxluc-
tion and is comptetely dependent on
stocking. The proposed "Wildemess"
designation prccludes thc stocking of
fish tas it did in the Ellicott Rock
Wildcmcss Arca). The Roch Corge
Area ol'the Chattooga River ha-q re-
ceivcd auutual stockingof tmul tilrover
5{} yurs. Prior to the "Wild Rivei'
designation. the river innmediately
above and helow the Rock Gorge re-
ceivcd lrcuvy stocking of adult and
fingerling trout by tnrcks. Wirtr the
"'Wild River" designation. in I 97.1, the
roads werc ckrsed inside the corridor
und light sprittg stocking of adult mrut
wcre made using helicoptcn in only
t'our sites r.ln l3 miles ol'rivcr between
Bunells Ford and Hwy. 28. The trout
fishery wit\ very poor during this pe-
riod. For thc lirst l0 yeam. the inrense
tall helicopter stocking of "pur and
grow" suh-atlult trout in I I sites has
restured atxl ntuinuined an excellent
wildemess tnlut fishing e.rperience in
the Chattooga River betwcen Reed

Creek and Burrclls Ford. The trout arc

provided by SC DilR and CA DNR.
The cost of the helicopter is paid?S%c

by SC USFS, 25% bY GA USFS and
5O% hy Truut Unlirnited" The cntch

rate and the solituh experienced in the

managed fishery of the Rock Gorge
Area lar exceeds ttrat of the Ellicou
Rock Wilderness Area.
. The Wildernes$ Act of i961 does

allow for stocking r:f fingerling size

fistr by prirnitive means to maintain
indigenous species or to perpetr.rate/

recover a threat€fted or endangered
species. This has been done by aireraft
in the Rocky Mountain Region ol'the
USFSI however, brown imd ruinbow.
trout strvckings have nol t:ecn carried
out in the SouthernRegion Wildemcss
Areas. The objective of the wildtife
and fish malnagellrnt in "Wiidemess"

is to provide an envircnment whcre the

foc'us of narural sclection and survival
- rather than human actions-determ ine

which and what numben u:rd s1rc,-*ies

exist.
. The proposed'.1l[ldemess'" area in-
cludes mostofReedCreek (GA). where

nurerous instrean hsh habitat im-
provement structures have trrn in-
stalled and more are scheduled to be

installedby the Coalition in September
.97. 

Reed Creek receives no stwking.
and suppons a wild fishery ol'brown
and bnxrk trout. The pruposed area

also included Pigpen Branch (SC),

which needs fish habitat improvennent

structures. Pigpenalso supporrt a wild
fishery of brown uout and bnxlk tnrut
without .stocking. The proposat "Wil-
demess" designation precludes fish
habiut improvement wo*.
. The proposed "lllilden:ess" designa-

tion will result in funding requirements
for additional trails. uailheads, parking
los. signage. maps, management plans"

etc. These are umecessary expendi-
tures in the prcs€nt clinnate of tisc'al

constraints.
. This area has been considr-'red a can-
didate frlr "Wilderness" designafion
since 1977. Areas can ailways be re-

considered and addcd to wiklemess

cl,.lrsification laten however .uhen it is

cla,isified as {'Wildemess". it is FOR-

EVER! If amistake has beenmade, it
cannot be undone.

The Wilderness Society's stated otr-
jective tbrthis area is to protect it frorn
logging and road construction in the

new forest managernent plan. The
"Wild and Scenic River" corridor
(Management Area 8) is approximately
one-third of the pmposed area and is

already well prutected. InsteadofMan-
agement Area I (Wildemess), the new
forest plan should classify this area as

Management Area 4 (MA-4). The
MA4 rnanagement goal is kr Provide
a fairly large area of old growth timber
where recreationisf,s can experience
rnrni-primitiverccrcation and a degree

of solitude not generally found in the
general forest area The appearance of
all essentially natural environment
would prevail. The area is NOT avail-
able ftrr timber poduction, no new
systenl matls can bc built. ORV use is

not allowed"-but fish habitar irl;dv ities
and wildlrte opcnmgs arc allowed.
There were eight MA4 tracls in the
last Forest Management Plan.

The Coalition. the SC Council of
TU and the Rabun Chapter of TU
recornnnend that this irea by classified
as MA-4in the ner*'Ftrrest Plan. This
retommendation is consistent with the
TU mission to conserve, protect and

restore trerut fisheries and their water-
sheds.

Sincerely,
Doug Adums
April27, 1997

Doug Adamsu,as the drtrter presi-
dent of the Rabun Chapter rfTU at its
foundins in I 986, and lrud it to reccire
TU's Notkunl SilwrTnut An ard. He
is an ac'tite membtr of futth -the
Chanwga Rh'er Cwlitiott and the
C hattoa ga R ive r W aters lte d C w I it km.
Dtug retired in Novmbcr and de-
scrrDes his current pursuit as "full
ttnw researc'h of ull the trout stt'rams
u'ithin u lO0 mik radius ot'Rahun
Gup,"
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Chatrooga River. lncreased serli-
mentation will not only destroy
aquaric habinr. but will cxuse thl
river to trecome w itler. shal tower anrJ
warn'ter. The Chanoogu River ul_
ready is thrcatened by incrcased.sedi-
nrenluiun frorn previous logging ac-
tivities arnd developmenr around its
headwaters. The Chartooga River is
unique in that its headwaters are on
private lands, which have seen an
incre*se in development over the past
sevcnd ycus. By marlting Rrrt Curge
a wildernes.s. rhis wiltl" relativeiy
undisturhed area would be rcmoved
fronr the tinrber base and would per-
manentll, protect u signi {Icanr strerch
of the Chartooglr River.

Wildr-.rness is the mo.st restric,tive
clesignarion antl tiom rvhat hus come
out of thi.s detrnre, the leasr under_
stood. For cxarrrple. irnolhcr chupter
reponsd in its ncwslctter that you
could rror t'ish in a wildemess areu.
This is simply nor rrue. The USFS
Wi lderness Managernent Handbook.
states "an_sling. hunting and trapping
are legirimlte wilderness activi_
ties...." The main issues surrrunding
this debate rhat are important to us us
members ot Tmut Unlimitetl have
been strelm irnprovc.nrent pmjects
:tnrl tish sroc'king. purticularly. of
nonindi genous species ( rainbow and
bnrwn tnrul ). Habirat rcstorariunl
improvemenr projects are altowed in
wildcnress lrers. hut they must be
uccornpli.hctl rvith nonmotorizcd

equipmenr. Also the proposed hlund,
ories ctn b* moved to accommodate

I curentstrcam impruvenrentprojee.ts.
The str,.*king of fish in u ilderness
orcas is llhrwed. Funher. rhe USFS
hu.r agrccd t() continuc sttrcklnu fish
in rhis lrea. The quesrion olsroiking
nonindigenous specics is arldressetl
in the U.SFS Wildeme.\.s Manage-
mcnt Handhook. "'spccies of lish
tratlitionully srocked betbre wilder-
ness designilion rnay be considered
inditcnous il rhe species is tikely ro
survive." Rlintrow and brown trout
not onl;- survive bul reproduce here.
The tnher part of the issue of fish
str-,.-king cente$ on the annual heli-
:optcr stocking of rhe Chatrooga
River. The USFS Wilderness Man-
agement Handbook srares -.Aerial

stocking of tish shall be perrniued for
those wucrs in wildernehs areils
where this ilirs an establishe<t pruc-
ticc helirre wilderness designation or
where uthcr practicai meuns are nol
availutrlc."

Rrrck Corge would be an impor-
tant wildcmess addition ro pn)recr
Georgia's only lVild and Scenic river.
When we consider an are:r tbr wii-
demr'ss. we need to fircus on Trout
Unl inrited's mis.sion io prcserve. pro-
lect and resl{}re North America's
coltlu'ater tisheries. trf the proposed
areu for wilderness fits wirhin the
guittelines of TU's mission. then we
should support it.

Greg Moran
,lprif 28, 1997

G re g M urutt is uli rmt C CV'I! prc si.
de ut und Ji nmer cdi n n' e g'Tn xu I i n c s.
llc hus r^.,ry(d on the ChuttulttxN.ltee
lxutJ uf'dit'ct'lerr':i sittre 1992 und is
also inrolyed u'ith thr Uppar
Chattahoothce Rirct'keelrr und
Georgiit ForestWatch. ln his spure
time Greg ls aLrrr u Chttttuluttx'ltee
Riwr fi$ishirrg rrsr4rr'ror'.*. _

Gre"q *ltrun's lrrrcr
rrrwittttrd lfutm paeg J
drrcs nor provide adequate protection
from nrad builtlin-n and log_ting. The
Rrxk (iorge section with its srcep
slopes (ir drops lfi) tber in a liule
over a mih-.) i.s currently open to tog_
qing. Buikling rouds and cuning
timber in this area would tlump setti
nrent in strcrins thqt tlou, into the

This article has
been reprinted
from the
Chattahoochee
Chapter
newsletter

Troutlines,
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What Do Forest Plans Decide?

If you have attended a chapter meting in the last several rnonths, the term "forest plan" has floated around the
room more than a few times. The process can cause some confusion is you are not familiar with it. The
following was submitted by Doug Adams and hopefully it will shed sonne light on the "forest plan."

A good analogt for the level of decisions theforest plan mukes would be a local zoning plan for your
hometown. A zoning plan will give general dtrection for where certain activities can and can't take place,
be they residential, commercial or industrial" A zoning plwr dcsignates dn areu as eornmercial, bat it does
not decide whaher * site will he occupied by a restaurant or shoe storc.

The ssme halds true for tke Forest Plan. We will dccidc where certain aetivities should be allmted and
where they will be prokibited For instance, the plan would determine where recreational uctivities will be
encoaraged Tke Forest Plan does nat make project-level decisions, for example whether a campground
or picnic area will occilW a rccreational sita But it will decide and establish thetollowing things:

*{}ver&ll t?rnnfigemetrt direction or themefor the Chattakoothee Nationsl Ftsrest

*Reqairew'tents that protect resources and provide f*r public kealth and safety

-frescription af, how certain parts of the forest (munage*tent areas) contribute to overull fores$ goals

-Suitabiiit-r^' of lanels far reso$rce use *nd protection

*Monitcring and evaluation needs

*,4re as av*ilebl e for mineral developrnent

tf ycu want to become rnore actively involved in the forest pianning process there is meeting that wili be open
ic the pr-rbiic on June 1Zth. Call the Forest Sennice at 770-535-0541 for rnore details. Flease call before you
make a trip to Gainesville, things can change and I may not hear about it!

Get Those F"eet Wet and Do Some Sannpling

Monte Seehorn and cornpany plan to go to Ellicott Rock to attempt a quantitative sample
and he needs some volunteers to help" The plan is currently to meet and Burrells Ford at
9am on the June 24th. If the conditions are suitable the next day, the group will head

toward Big Bend Falls or some location between Rock Gorge and Big Bend Falls to do a
"run and gun" sarnple. The first day will be more critical if you can come for only one
day.
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JulyIme

M T v T F s
"s M T V F ,sT

1 1 3 4 5 6

I 9 t0 1l o 13 14

15 t6 18 l9 il
,a 23 o 25 26 27 2a

29 30

June 7th, Saturday- Kid's Fishing Rodeo at Tallulah River

June 12th, Thursday- IDT meeting on Forest Plan, Supewisors
Office, Gainesville, GA

JuEe 17th, Thesday. Regular monthly meeting at Rock House in
Clayton.

June 2&-21, Friday and Saturdal. Campout and fishing trip to
R.obbinsville. NC.

June 24th, Tuesday ' Sampling on the Chattooga Riven

Rabun Chapter of Trout
Unlimited

CM Nartoua

I u 3 4 5

6 7 I 10 11

t3 14 l6 tv 18 O
20 7l ,, 23 z4 25 26

28 29 50 31

Jrrly 15th - The specifics ofRiver Care 200A will be
presented fu JeffDurniak This is a comprehensive
program thatwill be managedfu GADNRinvolving
an acquisition program, easements, etc.

July 12th, Saturday - Georgia TU Council Meeting.

July 19th, Saturday - Fishing for Chattooga Red Eye
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MR DOUG ADAMS
P.O. Box 65

RABUN GAP, GA 30568
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