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August Program to
Focus on Brook

Trout

As always, Dr. Russ Burken's
prcgram in July was
informative and entertaining.
The one tip that I might pass

along to those of you who
couldn't make the meeting :

keep your tetanus shots up to
date. It is a relatively easy

thing to do and it might save

your trip if you get injured on a
rusty hook or knife.

The speaker for this month is
Mitzi Pardue, Forest
Fisheries Biologist on the

September's Work
Project and Campout

Ifyou have not already put our
work project on your calendar,
please make a note on Friday,
September 13, and Saturday,
September 14. The project for
the day will be maintenance of
the existing structures on the
south fork of Moccasin Creek.
The work project will began at
8 :30am Saturday morning.

Details about the "campout" are

incomplete at this time. Prez
Tom is going to check the
layout and we will have details
in the September addition of

Volunteers are need to help
with sampling onthe
Chattooga River. If you are
interested, the first day will be

August 27. Fisheries specialist
will be sampling the area

around Big Bend. Plans at this
times are to meet at
Stumphouse (Andrew Pickens
District Ranger station) at9am.
On August 28, the group plans
to sample in Bad Creek and

there is the possibility that
sampling may continue into the
29th on the East Fork. If you
want to try something different
and can get off work that day
all hands will be welcome and
put to work. Contact Dave
Deavours at the Forest
Service Offi ce, 7 82-3320.

Tight Lines. Please note the
dates on your calendar and
plan to join us!

Chattahoochee National
Forest. Mitzi wants to discuss
some of her ideas on improving
the brook trout population in
north Georgia. Mitzi has a lot
ofenergy and enthusiasm and

looks forward to discussing her
ideas with us.

The meeting will take place at
the Rabun County Library on
Tuesday, August 20th.
Refreshments at 6:30pm,
meeting begins at 7:00pm.
Please plan to join us.

Looking To Try
Something New...How
'bout electro-fishing on
the Chattooga?
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President's Corner

The Interstates between Rabun
County and points west have been
crowded over the last few weeks;
but, now only a couple of
stragglers are still to go and
perhaps a repeater. Hope the trout
cooperated and the runoff was in
it's last days where you were.

Mitzi Pardue, Fisheries Biologist,
USFS, will be on hand at our
August meeting to field questions
and listen to your suggestions on
Brook Trout habitat and its'
improvement, protection and
enhancement. That is, after all,
w-hat TU is about isn't it? Chapters
in other areas of the southeast,
especially Tennessee, have become
involved with some success.

I'm pleased to announce to the
Chapter that Lonice Barrett,
Commissioner of the Georgia
Department of Natural Resources
has accepted our invitation to be
our speaker at the Rabun
Rendezvous. Some of you may
have met Commissioner Barrett at
public meetings over the last year

regarding closure of the federal
trout hatchery and at the hearings
to determine the direction of
Duke's Creek Conservation Area.

See you on the 20th atthe library
Tight lines!

The revision of the Land and
Resource Management Plan
for the Chattahoochee-
Oconee National Forests has

officially begun. If you wish
to make personal comments
on the plan and have not
received the public letter
dated July 30th, you should
call the District Offrce at
(770) 536-0541 and request a
copy. You can be sure that
members of every
environmental and
conservation group will make
+L^i- i* l:--i J.,^l aL ^-.-L+-Lllelr rrrulvluucrr tlruuBuLJ

known in addition to the
organization itself. We will
be discussing the Forest Plan
and its' effect on the water
shed and the trout fishery.

Winkley Branch/Dover Creek
is the site of the Foothills
ChapterfuSFS project on
Saturday, August 24th. Doug
Watson says the work will
range from spreading a little
bark to installing a couple of
cover logs, if the manpower
warrants, and finally a little
electro-fishing to check on the

Brookie population.
If you can lend a hand, meet at
the small roadside picnic area
next to Chattahoochee Bar-B-
Que in Robertstown about 8:30
AM on the24th.
Want to fish afterwards?
You're right there at Upper
Chattahoochee, Dukes Creek
and Bear Den Creek.

Sage has announced it is again
offering their rods and reels to
TU at wholesale prices. The
Chapter chose not to order these
for auction at last years'

Rendezvous, questioning
whether or not we would get
our money back. Two members
of the Chapter took advantage
of the offer. This year, as a for
instance, Sage is offering a 8'

6", five weight rod that retails
for $420 at a promotional price
of$252. There are, ofcourse,
many rods, from 2 weights to
10 weights. The list will be at
the meeting in case you or the
chapter is interested.

U. S. Forest Service
PIan

Sage Promotion

Foothills Chapter Work
Project

I
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Safe Release of Fish Eludes Most Anglers
By Cbrrlh Mcycrr

Outdoor lf,rltcr lorl},c Dcatce Pog

Somcthing hcrc just dDcsn't mskc
:rnsc.

On qre hand *c havc rhis assort-
ment of regulations - so many it
somaimcs nralcs rs dizzy jut rying
to kcrp thcrn sll straight - dcsigncd
o limit thc harvcst of lish. The nodon.
in thcs watcrs wherr thcsc aims lit
lhe resoulEc, is o kcrp thsm alivc utd
well so theyeidrrcan rech rluprop
cr sizc, bc caugit morc t[an ollcic or
rcproducc. Whichcfl€rnts

So far. so good Linircd kill urd
carch-and-rdcase havc bccomc vrlu-
able tmls in Ii$ mamganant, as wcll
as a gmwing part of thc angling crhic

Butnow ths whcels san r fall off.
Many anglcrs. rruybc mst of them,
don't have mudr cluc how o rclcasc a
fidr without scrious. pcrhaps Esrninal,
iniury. The outright mistreament of
mct rcleascd lish is saggcring. How
anyonc erpscts them rc survivc is
bcyond ma

If any a+cct of outdoor cducation
nccds a boost. this is il Timc and
ggain. I'vc wetchcd fishcrmcn at
Spinney Reservoir. or serrcral others
vith sizc limits. go tluongb dre same
cturadc. Each timc tlrey carch a fish
agpruching thc limit, which can bc
quic oftcn, thcy drag it ashore whcrc
ir is lcft flopping m raks or lilling is
gills with din and sand- Thc frshcnmn

rummsges for a tapc measurc, lien
subducs rhc fish by squeczing s lcan-
ing on iL as if trying to srctch it
anothcr hdf-inclt

Fiully, pethaps aficr bcing hctd
aloft for Oc bcnclir of cvcrYonc in
sight it is tosscd caemoriotsly bact
into thc lakc. Typically. thc fish has
enough sumine to swim awaY, but
whal is is cbsncc for survival? Not
mudt.

Somc peoplc don't scsm to Gtrc
how a fish is rclcascd. Others arc
welt-meaning, but just don't undcr-
sund the basics. Tmublc is, lhcrt's
los of confugion abour thc ProPer
mectunics. and cr=n hosc of u who
thint wc haw it right may hanc bcen
doing itall uong.

Rcccnt sudies, as reporad in thc
May issue of 'ln-Fisherman
ldagazine,- ssetn to indicar that ccr-
uin accepted mcthods for handling
Iistr safcly may bc dcadly insrcad A
casc in poinr is thc timc-honorcd prac-
ticc of -lipping" a frdr.ttcn hoisting it
into a horizonul posirion. Exgerts
havc toutcd this as a mcans of lPan-
lyzing' the fish so it doesn't thrash
around.

Evidencc from a Tc*as harchery
indicarcs tiat mlling thc jaw down-
u.,ard, particularly witi larger fish.
causes the jaw o bc unhingcd or bro-
kcn, which mcrns it catr't cat cvcr
again. Thc lish ssims away o a slow
butccrtain dcadl

Similar suspicion also hs bccn

csss upon othcr-previorsly accc;rcd
mcrho& of handimg Iisb" It is hirly
casy to undctssard tharalBh Ooping
ia ihc borom of a boar or on oticr
lurd obiccs tt titcly o srlfcr iilailal
injuries. Bur expcrrs nov bclictl tbc

sarnc thing may ttryca to a fi$ hols-
cd vcnically fc disPhY or a Pboto'
graph. The reason? Fish svim hori'
ioiully and rre supPoncd bY thc
watcr. This vcnical position could
causc displaccmcnt of viol orgals'
cspocialty if thc fish is largc ad is
thrashing abour

ruso. rtre wsticat hold tanrPs thc

angtcr to inscrr lingets itrsidc thc SilI
plata Bruiscd r blccding gi[r is ta!t'
amourtodcath-

Tlpre are cher, lessohiots cb'
r*?ts to tudling fsh. Many consci'
entious anglers who tatc tie umr
carc in nraldhg a relcasc may bc gdlt,'
of anothcr sin, thal of plaling c lish
oo long. Fly fishcrncn uing verY

lig[t tippts csho ara&aid to prcs'
surc a Frsh oftan liglrt it o conplctc

-hEtqiotr Whco rtfeasod' itir letO
urnblc in drs cunec c gp bclly.uP m
6cbouon

Thc combinarion of a long light
aad phoo scssion can bc dcadln cau-
ing a qruurlarive suess 6u matcs thc
Esh arscepdblc to dircasa

T[k urlctc b rtprloted by pctrntrdou
dthtDca*tPocE

I
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Basics of Releasing Fish
Thc vcry bcsr rmy O retcasc a fbh is to ncyer tatc it from thc rrratcr u aIL Simply lcad ir ncar shorc c bar and ptrrt

0re hmk out e hcnrisral availablc ar mosr r*klc slrops is a uscful tool for doing this, panicularty if lhe ttmk ir dcqcr in
Oe mouth For laae hmls, othcr implemans arc arrailabla

But thcre are mury othcr elemcns to corsidcr. Hert are a fcw:
0 Mosraurhaitics bclieve rtrc bcsr way o hold a fish is wirh drc hands undcrrhc bclly, uling carc not to squcczc.Kccp it
. closc to the uatcrr nsvcr orar hard objccts, in case you losc your grip.

Q Wet couon glorcs provide a no-slip grip for lundting eeq
O If a lbh nccds Esrrscitatingr suppon it bcrEath rhe bclly wirhour tifiing it tun the watcr, gripping it jrst ahcad o( &e tdl

wirh the othcr hsrd, undl ilis riidy o surim away. If yir rire a fistr" yir'rc rcAorsiblc for ti;hring ir. no mar bow
long it takcs.

O If you phn o phoograph a fstr, harc drc carncra ready. Rchcarsc yorr stnagy widr your cqnmnio o redEc dtna
El Betcrs in dccp warcr strould tatc pniorlar carc reviving listr- Whca cxturstc( thay'll sint o thc botmt. whcrc

orygcn is scarcc, and naeerrccowr. lv{any lalc tmutare lc this uay.
O Should a na Dc rcquire4 try to kccp rhc lish in the uarcr rrtrile rcrnoving tha trcok A tinc mcslr is bcst in pc,vcnthg

injnrytogiltsufiri:-
O In cvery "asq Lccp the lish q1t of warcr only as long as ncccssary If you'rc having diffrulty with ttc hmk pu!-t p listr

bact in the warcr until it recovers again- Jrsi bccausc a ncttcd fsh is in thc watcr' don'r assurns it caa brca$a If rbc oa
b,igt t hc gills can't opco-

O Ncver put your lingers in rhe gills of a fish yor plan to relca.s. or squecze it around the hcad a qres.
Q If therc's troubtc wirh a decply hmked fish, consrdcr cuaingthc lina unless pu'rc dcaling with a large lurc.
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August

1996
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August 20, Monthly Meeting at Rabun
County Library. Social begins at 6:30pm,
meeting at7pm,

August 27,28,29; electro-fishing on the
Chattooga River.
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1996
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September 13-14th. Campout/work
project on the south fork of Moccasin
Creek. Details in September's Tight
Lines.

Tight- Lines - Rabun
Chapter TU

04 GA 9807
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