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There was some discussion ql the
October meeting by hesident Tom
Landreth regarding the organizalion
known as PETA (Peoplefor the
Ethical Treqbnent of Animals). If you
think our favorite pastime, Jishing, has
not been targeted as an issue by animal
rights activist, consider th e following
article. It is reprinted from the
Charlotte Observer, Sunday, Octob er

14, 1995. The original article
appeareil in the Wall Street Journal
and was written my Charles McCoy.

ENMS, Mont. - Jaqper Thomas was

fl1fishing for rainbow trout in the
Madison River near here one recent
laorrung vh"n it srrddenlv hegan raining

\ - rocks.

Two young men were bombarding his
frshing qpot with baseball-size stones.

"I said, 'Hey, you'll scare the fish!' "
recalls Thomas, a retired Texas

contractor. "They said, 'That's the
point."'

Thomas reacted as many a fisherman
might. He zinged casts at the trout
protectors until they fled- but not
before plastering his truck with anti-
fishing leaIlets.

The animal rights movement has a new

angle: [t wants to ban frshing. Not just
big commucial operations that vacuum
up tons of fish, and sometimes maim
dolphins and seals. All fishing - from
the pursuit of the wily trout here in
Montana to cane-pole cadishing down
at the local pond.

The goal, say animal- rights leaders, is
to qpare the creatures from agonizing
deaths. "Just because frsh and lobsters
aren't cute and cuddly doesn't mean
they don't suffer excruciating Pain,"

Are Anglers Becoming A Target For PETA?

says Tracy Reiman, an organizer with
PETA, a group based in Washington
that is spearheading the fish-rights
campaigrl "You wouldn't sink a hook
into your cat and leave it flopping on
the deck gasping for ar, would you?"
she asks. "You wouldn't boil it alive."

The campaigrr is bound to hit snags,

given fishing' s wideqpread popularity:
An estimated 54 millionpeople fish in
America, including many members of
Congress. Even some mainstream
animal-welfare groups are skeptical.
Wayne Pacelle, a lobbyist wilh the
Humane Society of the U.S. says

tackling fishing "is somewhat silly and

countelproductive when the movement
has so many otherpriorities."

The reaction of fishermen is more
biting. "Those anti-fishing folks are

cuckoo," says Virgil Ward, a member
of tlree fishing halls of fame and

former producer of weekly television
fishing shows. The 84-year old Ward,
who recenlly retired so he could devote

more time to fishing says anti-frshing
groups periodically send him letters
asking him to join their cause.. "They
make me so damn mad I just tlrow 'em
in the trash can," 

.Ward 
grumbles.

"Then I go fishing to calm down."

This is not the entire article as il
appeareil in the Charlotte Observer.

Other portions of the article focused on

satt water fishing. I wanted to provide
enough information to give members
the'jed' of theissue. Isthis
something thatwe as a chapter and TU
Nationol needs to keep an eye on?
Guess we'll watch and see.

November's Meeting To
Focus On Rendezvous

Planning

January just around the
corner, the Novernber meeting will

be a planning session for
Rabun Rendezvous. As always,
this event to be successfirl, the

chapter needs support ftom all of its
ers. Realizing that many

members live out of town, or out of
state, it may not be possible to
attend the meeting or the
Rendezvous. You can still help the
chapter by sending an item for the

raffle or silent auction. We
all have the dreaded Christmas
shopping chores and that would be
an ideal time to pick up an item for
the Rendezvous. lf youpickup a

you can mail it to me; Sharon

PO Box 652, Clayton, GA
30525. I'11 see that it gets to the

meeting in November will be
at the Rabun County library,

Walt Landrethprovides hot coffee
and snacks at 6:30pm, and the
meeting starts at 7pm.

in January

Election of Officers For
1996

At last month's meeting, a slate of
Officer's was put before the
members present. This is the crew

that wifl be guiding the chapter in

Tom Landreth, President
Russ Berken, Vice-President

Hogelin, Treasurer
Sharon Wilson, Newsletter Editor

coming year:
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Teaming With Wildlife indicating their support of the
initiative. If you personally would
like to do something to voice your
support of the initiative, it is
recommended that you *rite the
companies listed below and voice
your sq)port forthe Fish and Wildlife
Diversity Funding Initiative. If you
need more information on the
program, contact the Wildlife
Resources Division at (404)9 18-6400.

The goal is to let these companies know that
you, as a consumer oftheirproducts, support
paying a small user fee added to the cost of
their product that will be dedicated to
wildlife conservatior; outdoor recreation, and

conservation education. It is recommended
that you address letters to the CEO ofthe
company.

We briefly discussed the 'WldW
Funding Initiative' at October's
meeting. The group in attendance
basically discussed the concepg the
motion to support or not to support it
was never brought to a vote Wth thot
in mind, thefollowing isfor
information only. If youfeelthe
proposal is something you support, the
addresses in the column to the right
me businesses you can wrile if you are
so inclined If you chose not to support
it, that'sJine too, At least you will be
aware of whol'sJloating around out
there. The information thatfollows is
a synopsis taken from fly ers provided
by the Sport Fish and Willift
Restoration Committee and the GA
DNR.

Editor

A nationwide proposal to meet the
critical needs of fish and wildlife has
the support of more than 100 groups,

from the Rutred Grouse Society to the
National Association of Interpretation,
to the binocular companies Swarovski
Optic and Swift kstruments. The
official slogan for the Fish and Wildlife
Diversity Funding Initiative is
"Teaming With Wildlife: ANatural
Invesfinent." The funding will
cornpliment the success of more that
half a century of game qpecies

restoration made possible through the
Sport Fish and Wildlife Restoration
Acts. The International Association of
Fish and Wildlife Agencies and a
steering comrnittee of seven
conservation organizations will guide
the initiative..

Hmters and anglers have teamed up
with industy for more that half a
century, paying user fees on their
equipment to generate funds for
conservation. Now, as the stresses rryon
wildlife and the outdoors intensify, it
becomes paramount that all who

a natural investment

appreciate frsh and wildlife must have
some way to pay a small user fee .

The Fish and Wildlife Diversity
Funding Initiative proposes to e)ipand
user fees to include a wide variety of
equipment that is part of the outdoor
wildlife experience. This fee can
never exceed 5 percent ofthe
manufacturers price, compared to 10

percent fee paid on hunting and
angling equipment. Manufacturer's
will be encouraged to diqplay a green

logo, identifying their product as pafi
of the Teamingwith Wdlife effort.
Products under consideration include
binoculars, film, bird seed, bird
feeders, tents, backpacks, hiking
boots, recreational vehicles and field
guides.

An annual funding goal of $350
E illion is tc be CisdbuteC tc siate
fish and wildlife agencies based on a
formula of land base and population.
The money will be dedicated to tlree
purposes: wildlife conservation,
recreation and education States are

forming their own "Team Wildlife"
Coalitions to support the initiative
and gather ideas for the best uses of
the funding in reqpective states.

Broad support forthe Funding
Initiative will be needed when it goes

to Congless. The user fee concqrt is
a popular one and there's reason to be
optimistic. The greatest challenge
lies in communicating the need.
Outdoor manufachrers likewise, need

to see that their customers are more
than willing to qpend a little more on
products for a worthy investment in
conservation education and wildlife.

On the local front, Georgia is taking
the lead inpromoting the initiative.
Several organizations including the
Georgia Witdlife Federation, Ga.

Council of TU, and Atlanta Audrrbon
have signed letters of endorsement
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Chattahoo chee-Oconee Forest Plan Revision-An
Important Issue That Needs Your Input

It was mentioned at the last meeting that the US Forest Sewice has started the

process of revising the curent Forest Plan. The agency is required by law to rwise
the plan every 15 years. Part of the process associated with the plan is soliciting

input from the public as well as various goups and clubs. Since the National Forest

is the place where many T'u'ers pursue their love of trout frshing, it is vital that you

let the Forest Service know what issues are on your mind.

The Forest Service has been holding open houses and the one in Rabun County was

in October. If you didn't make it to the open house, you may want to consider

providing some input to the Forest Service in a written format.

The Plaruring Division at the Forest Supen isor's has developed a set of questions

for interested public(s) to answer and mail in so suggestions can be rwiewed and

included in the planning process. If you're so inclined, please use the following as a

guitle and let the Forest Serrice hear from you. As an angler and member of the

public that use the National Forest , ttris is a plan that will potentially impact you

for the ne* l0- 15 years. Take a few minutes and give the Forest Serivice your

comments and suggestions.

1. what do you see about the curent Forest Plan that needs to be changed? How
.-.would yoo ciraoge each item. If you are not familiar with the qrecifics of the Plan,

- hon' wouici you change the way rhe Nadorlai Forest is rrriirrrir$ed?

2. If you could come back and see the Forest in 100 years, what would you like to

see or experience ttrat is dffierent from what you can see or experience today?

3. What effects to the soil, air, water, mineral. planl, animal economic, or social

environment which result from management actions are of concern to you? What

is your concern or concerns?

4. What opporhrnities do you see that are being missed now for improving the care

of the land or the sewice to the American people?

You may also want to include your name, address, phone number, and organization,

company or Group of which you are a member. Mail your comments to usDA
Forest Senice, ATTN.: Planning, 508 Oak St.,I{W, Gainesville, GA 30501'

Rabun Rendezvous-The Traditi on C ontinlles....

once again, on Saturday, January 2Trtroat enthusiast will gather in Dillard,

Georgia at the Dillard House for the Rabun Rendezvous. Mark this on your

calendar and make plans to attend.

There will be the traditional bucket raffle and silent auction along with music from

the Foxfne boys and a visit from that damed o1' pink bunny. As always, you can

\_ expect the Rabunites to have a few surprises planned also.

This is always a firn evening fuIl of good food, lauglrter, and tall fishing tales. It is

also the primary firnding source for the projects the chapter conducts throughout the

year. Please make plans to attend, you can be assured of a good time!
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the fine art of "high polin' " She

has volunteered to coach Burken in
how to appear laid back, even
when you're excited when a large

trout is on the line. It's also great

to have one member who is
fearless in wading among the
Alaskan bears in pursuit of salmon
and trout. For those of you who
weren't there, Russ displayed his
quick thinking when, after spotting
a bear traveling in the same

direction on the trail that would
take him and the guide back to
camp, Russ encouraged the guide
to carry the fish while he carried

the gear. Clearthinking, Russ!

Okay?
Our next two meetings will center
on oreoarins for the Rendezvous

on January 27th. There is a lot of
planning to be done and I'm again

asking for volunteers to head up

the search for prizes and raffle
items, take charge ofthe door,

selling raffle tickets and other
tasks that make the Rendezvous
such a success.

As planned early in the year, the
December l%h meeting will be

over dinner at the Rock House at
the Dillard complex. Our
reservation is for 6:30 PM and for
$13/person. the Dillard House will
serve up their traditional
ChristmasA{ew Years Eve dinner.
Here's a chance to treat yourself,
your spouse or a friend to an

evening out join in some

fellowship and lend a hand in
planning for the Rendezvous.

PLEASE CALL ME AT 746-
2295IF YOU PLAN TO

ATTEND SO THAT I MAY
NOTIFY THE DILLARD

HOUSE OF THE NUMBER TO
SERvE

TIGHT LINES

Tom

Change of Address??

There have been some members

that have recenlly asked me to
change their mailing address. If
you have a new address or want
your newsletter sent to another
location, you have to call TU
National yourself and request the
change. Jim Nixon and I have

been round and round with them
on several occasions and they just
want do it. Please, it is important
that you get your newsletter so

call TU National if you have a

change! The number to call is
(703)s22-O2oo.

Tight Lines

Fly Of The Month:
Cate's Turkey

Hook: Any type dry or nymph.
Sizes22 up to 12.

Tail: Wood duckbreast feather
Rid: Fine Copper wire
Body: Tirkey tail, wound
Thorax: Peacock herl, wound

This fly canbe used in any situation
that calls for a Pheasant tail nymph.
The benefit of the Cate's Turkey is
that it uses turkey instead ofpheasant.
I've nwer seen a live pheasant, while
the mountains of north Georgia are

fulof turkeys! So I can eitherbuy
pheasant or get free turkey feathers;

now which would you do?

This fly works great as a trailer
behind a dry fly or on a dropper ahead

of a big heavy nymph. My favorite
size is #14 tied on a dry fly. It gives a
small siloutte while having a wide
'hdoksap. @,

Many of us cherish our flshing time
for different reasons, being in the
outdoors, enjoying the scenery, etc. I
am sure that many trout fisherman
enjoy seeing other wildlife while
fishing. Well, this is one of those tall
tales.....it seems the the Vacuum -
Kyle Burrell was doing some

snorkeling in the Rabun Creek one

cool October day. Clad in a wet suit,
flippers, and mask, he decided the
time had come to take abreak. When
he stood up there was an eight-point
buck standing about 5 yards

upstream. When Kyle stood uP, the
deer took several more steps directly
towards him until he was "close
enough to pet." Now that, is an

unusual day on the river.'

PruidenfsCornlr

ffi

While it probably won't be

reviewed inVarieU, oruvery own
"film festival" was enjoyed by all
attending the October meeting.

From grizzlies in Alaskato runoff
swollen streams "west of
Hiawassee", we were treated to
some fine fishing footage produced

by Russ "Doc" Burken and Jim
"Nugget" Nixon rvith his up and

coming fishing star, Louise.
I'm hoping that Louise will take

over our "how to" educational
pr, egta{-rl. instrupting newcorners in

Deer Trout?!

)
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Embrace-A-Stream
Status on Brown Trout StudY Project

Chattooga River
October 12, 1995 Dave Vanlear

Dear Friends and Supporters:

We want to personally thank all of you for
supportrrg the browntout study on the Chanooga River'

All of the fi:n& have now been secured and Clemson

lJniversity is in receipt of $35,206 ( $20,000 from the US

. Forest Service and 15,206 from National TU, local
-chaptcrs, thc TUCor.rncils of SC and Gd and Dtrkc Powcr

co.). Thanks also to the Chattahoochee National Forest for
purchasrng tansmitters for us. Not many TU projects get

this type of broad-based support. We appreciate your

conlidence and will do our best on this important project-

Let me tell you a little about the crurrent statu of this

endeavor.

The ptrpose of the study is to identi$ seasonal

movement pattems of brown tout in the Chattooga River
etershd i.rsu'6 raCio telen:etry tc ecc*aplish this tesk

-.Ihe studywill provide manage$ with information
regrding spawninghabitats, the importance of tributary
stcams as rcfugc from high tcmPcrattrcs in thc main river,

and thc seasonality of brown Eout movements'

Kyle Bunell is the graduate shrdent fl:nded by this
project. Dr. JeffIsely, a Fisheries Biologist at Clemson,

and I serve as Co-Investigators on the project Dr. Andy
Dollofl Fisheries Biologist with thc US Forcst Ssrvicc,

wBs responsible for obtainuU the Forest Senrice's

contibution to the study. He will serve as a member of
Kyle's committee.

The currsrt stdrs of the Project is this: l)
Transmitren have been ordered (they have to be crstom-

made) and will be received in 18le Octobcr. The receiver is

alrcady herc. 2) Ky]c is lcaming the srqgical techniqrrcs

necessary for implanting tansmiuers. 3) Transmiuers
will be implanted into study fish @oth wild and harchery

fish will be r:sed) inNovember, 1995. Transmitter life is 6

months, so enother barch of fish will be implanted in luIay.

4) Thermographs have been received and will bc placed in
the river and tribs to correlate water temperature with

easonal movements of tout.
! Dr. Isely has an additional graduate sfi,rdent who

will follow the movements of the tagged fish over 24-
hour pcriods. His work will complcmcnt Kylc's shrdy

of the seasonal movements of brown tout.
We will be needing TUhelP on the

electoshocking inNovembs and }rday to get fish for
implantrng of tansmiuers. Fish will also be tagged.

TU volunteers arc e,ncorrraged to paticipate in the

field when Eout are beiry located
Results of this study should cvcntually result

in better fishing. We will keep you informed of our
progress and let you know when and how you can

help.

fu.'l/*&

Attention Trout Fishermen
Clemm Un@ity is conducting e siud,v t3 dBr:?nt $€ ft.€rents cfblm tux in the Chatboga River. A numbor of bruf,n tqjt have been

implanled with rinhturB radio fansaritters sd arB boing monitored by
Clemson gaduate stud€rts. lf you llappon b etfi m€ of the* trDui
plese releaso it iflrEdi8Hy. f ),ot, suspect that lh€ 6s*l my die if
cleased. d6ase cr€d th3 frsh thsn ca0 c at (OO3) 65&1068.

Tha tu, with transllntks aro esly irs.(in€d by a ffifl antsna wire
whl*r p((,fudes trom tt€ abnorl*ral aEa 8nd a srall cod€d tag that has our
phdle nufltorm it

f tou tE\l€ arry queslim abon lhis p.oilst pl6as€ mtact us for lrm
hfo.rnat on.

TaO w$ Ptm t*r$!.
Artanm Whe

@ffi @

I

o:
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November
l99s

Planning session for Rendezvous in
January. Rabun County Library,
7pm.

December

1995

December 19th,6:30pm
Dillard Eouse/Rock House
$13/person
Come by yourself or bring a friend,
qpuse, or whoever. We'll enjoy a
great meal and discuss inal planning
for the JANUARY',S Rendezvous.

January
1996

I 2 3 4 3 6

7 8 9 10 11 t2 13

t4 15 0 t7 18 19 20

2t 23 24 25 26 @
28 29 30 31

Tlresday, Januar 16th, Regular monthly
meeting at Rabun County Library, 7pm.

Saturday, January 271h, Rabun
Rendezvous, Dillard HouseA{enry's
Playhouse.

.SMTWTF^9
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Inside this issue.......

The tradition of the Rabun
Rendezvous continue s........

Cate's Turkey...

Deer Trout!?.......
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Christmas dinner/meeting........
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