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NEWSLETTER OF THE RABUN CHAPTER OF TROUT UNLIMITED FEBRUARY 1992

THE MONTHLY MEETING OF THE RABUN CHA®TER WILL TAKE PLACE ON FEBRUARY 18TH AT THE
Rabun County Library, Clayton, Georgia. The social hour (really, just a half
hour] begins at 6:30; the meeting at 7:00. After our businsss meeting, the oro-
gram, "Fly Tying by Burley'" will begin. With the Soring season just around the
corner, now is the time to bring your Fly tying gear to the meeting and learn

how to tie the PARACHUTE ADAMS, by Adams; or perhaps, the BUMBLE BOMBER, by Nixon.
AFter that, maybe Kyle will demonstrate how to really tie real flies!

BUSINESS AGENDA:
1. Mike Hogelin will report on the '"Rabun Rendezvous'" and we'll discuss

next year's event.
2 Our bank account is mow aocoroximately $6000 ($4000 from the Rendezvous! )

ard we need to sensibly dispose of some of it:
al Thermograph for the U. S. Forest Service
bl Dcnation to Natiomal TU ?

c] Your suggestions 7

3. Doug Adams will report on the Opinion Survey that you surely have
completed and sent in by now!

4. 1I'll report on the Chattooga River Coalition meeting.

Jim Kidd will bring us up to date on the Chattooga Creel Survey:

8]

al The 1991 Survey results.
bl Creel boxes for 1932 survey.

c] Printing of survey cards.
(Rabun TU members will service the boxes in February, April, Jumne, August,

October and December in 1992. The Chattooga River Chapter will cover the
alternate months. )

CALENDAR OF COMING EVENTS

Tuesday Feb 18 Monthly Meeting 6:30 Rabun County Library

Month of February Service Chattooga Creel Survey Boxes

Saturday March 7 Tri-State Conclave 10 AM High Falls County
Park, South Carolina

Tuesday March 17 Mcnhthly Meeting 6:30 Rebun County Library

Friday April 24 Meeting 8§ Campout Reed Creek

Saturday April 25 Work Project - Structures Reed Creek

Month DF‘April Service Chattooga Creel Survey Boxes

Saturday TBD May Kids Fishing Day Nzncytown Lake



| 'Rabun Rendezvous'

X

Were you at the Rendezvous? You missed out on a really great evening! It was a =
huge success thanks to all the Rabun TU members who came out and helped all evening
and, of course, all the work that went into it BEFORE the event itself. You know

who you are. The same names come up every time and the chapter is grateful for your
loyal support. A special thanks to JOHN DILLARD and the staff of the Dillard House.
They did = great job and even though we underestimated the crowd, everyone had plenty
to eat (John, I didn't get any roast beef, you owe me) and as usual, it was good,

close to home cooking. There were people in every seat and over in the corners on

the auction item tables. They acted like they were with friends - they were!

Another special thank you to Steve Burch and Ken Henderson. Their short talks were
both timely (see Steve's editorial elsewhere in this newsletter) and interesting. We
are Fortunate to have such good friends in such highl?] places.

There were more donated items than you could shake a stick at and helped us to take
in more money for our cold water resources than ever before. We owe special thanks
to all the individuals and companies who helped us. Rather than leave someone out, I
want a list so everyone's name apoears in next month's newsletter.

I knew we were in a good kind of trouble as Jim Harris and I gathered in the bills and
checks at the door. They just keot coming. They also kept buying raffle tickets from
our HOOVER "GIRLS" (You remember the depression don't you? When you can't afford the
very best you do with what you got - Clem, Walt, Jeff and the like. One glaring ex-
ception - Karen!)

And to this I swear, I only went out to the truck twice, maybe three times. Yet, as
the festivities got underway I could have sworn I saw a gigantic pink bumny rabbit
wearing dark glasse and playing a bongo. I rubbed my eyes and sniffed my alass, but
the vision just wouldn't go away - it just kept going and going and going and going.
Others saw it too, or were they just trying to comfort me?

But now our primary fund raising is over. It was fun. It was a big success. Now,

let's get outta here and go play and work in the water!!! Whhhhazaaaaaahooooooo!!!!!
HELP FISHING HAS NO BOUNDARIES
LFOR
HANDI— Bobby Cammack is the President of PISHING HAS HO BOUNDARIES, a national, mon-profit
CAPPLED organization based in Wisconsin whose mission is to aid disabled people in the pursuit of sport fishing.

Mr. Cammack has met many TU people in his work in behalf of disabled fishermen. He has provided
assistance to TU chapters vho sponsor activities for disabled fishernen. You will be receiving a lelter
fron Nr. Cammack to introduce you to FISHING HAS NO BOUNDARIES, and to offer their assistance in Lhe
developnent of prograns for the disabled for your Chapter or Council. We applaud Kr. Cammack for his
outstanding progran. Want to contact hia quickly? '
Bobby Camaack, President, Pishing Has No Boundaries
P.0. Box 175, Mayward, WI 54843 Tel. (715) 634-3185

MEMBERSHIP: We now have 87 members (family and individual), including Larry Ph=lps,
newly signed up from Clayton. Glad to have you with us, Larry. Also, w=lcome to

Wayne Haines who has transferred his membership to the Rabun Chapter. Wayne is from
Toccoa. Kyle Burrell, Eric Esche, David Giles, Jim Harris and I. J. Kranats have
remewed. = Buck Chastain, Alan Hoooer, Fredrick Hooper, Rodney Kilby and if you have s
read this fFar, HENRY WILLIAMSON, we need you and most of 211, we want you back!!!!
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PROGRAM
TROUT UNLIMITED TRI-STATE CONCLAVE

Sponsored by
Chattooga River, SC

With the Participation of
Mountain Bridge, SC
Rabun, GA
Highlands, NC
Land 0'Sky, NC

Saturday, March 7, 1992
From 10 AM until 3 PM

High Falls County Park
From Seneca to Walhalla follow Route 130 to Route 183
(Past Keowee Key South Gate about 1 mile on the left)

STAY AS LONG AS YDU WANT; SWAP TACKLE ALL DAY; ATTEND
THE PROGRAMS; VISIT THE TACKLE AND EQUIPMENT BOOTHS

10:00 AM Tackle Swaps; Fly Tying Demos and Rod
Building; Tackle and Equipment Booths
- ALL DAY -

11:00 AM "Trout Fishing Techniques for the Southeast"
Bill Eubanks, Hunter Banks, Asheville, NC

12:00 PM Lunch and Fellowship - Donations Accepted

1:00 PM "Trout Fishing Tackle for the Southeast"
(To Be Announced)
2:00 PM Fly Casting Videos and Demonstrations;

Lake Side Instruction; Eubanks and Others

THANKS FOR YOUR PARTICIPATION - NOW ON TO THE RIVER!

United States
Department of
Agricul ture

Francis Marion
and Sumter
National Forests

Forest
Service

112 Andrew Pickens Circle
Mountain Rest, SC 29664
(803) 638-9568

CHATTOOGA RIVER COALITION
1992 Annual Meeting Agenda

January 28, 1992

Research - Andy Dolloff

Temperature Monitoring - Monte Seehorn
Fish Population Surveys - Jeff Durniak
Angler Creel Surveys - Frankie Green

Invertebrate Monitoring - Monte Seehorn
(Outfitters Offer)

Stocking - Randy Geddings/Jeff Durnisk
Regulations - Biologists

Wilderness - Monte Seehorn

Angler Access - Kelly Russell/Perry Shatley
Habitat Improvements - Monte Seehorn

New Business
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Step Three:
Make Poachers Pay More

As the law stands today, when a poacher who shoots at a deer from the road,
at night, with a light, and kills the deer, the fine is the same as when he shoots and
misses. That ain't right. A dead deer should cost more than a missed deer.

Currently all Game & Fish violation fines are collected and retained by the
county where the offence took place. I don't suggest we attempt to change that.

But we should add a restitution charge to the poacher equal to the value of the
fish or wildlife he illegally killed. Currcntly, the only monetary fine collected from
poachers is for criminal activity. This concept of restitution acts sort of like a civil
penalty as well. A list of the value of most state wildlifc alrcady exists. The
restitution charge would simply be added on to the current Game & Fish fines but,
unlike the current criminal fine money, this restitution money would be routed back
into the land acquisition program, In effect, poachers would wind up protecting
wildlife by helping to secure and preserve more land for wildlife.

Step Four:
Make Criminal Pollutors Help Us Buy Land

In the same spirit as the restitution charge listed above, there are many
industries and developers and even some cities and counties who have permission
to pollute the air or water or crcate land fills or disturb the soil, etc. These entitics
have permits thatallow them to conduct these activities within specified guidelines.
As long as they operate within those guidelines, I have no quarrel with them. When
they violate the limits of their permit, Georgia's Environmental Protection Division
(EPD) can and does levy fines on these illegal polluters. Since it is these polluters
who can cause the most damage to the environment, it seems fitting that they helip
preserve some of Georgia's best habitat. When EPD fines a violator, a Preservation
2000 surcharge of 20 percent should be tacked on top of the normal EPD fine and
that surcharge should be used exclusively for land acquisition. If holders of these
permits don't want to have to pay these,fines, their course is simple — don't violate
their permit. If they do, while we deplore’ihe added pollution, at least they will be
helping to sct aside some quality land for the future.

Step Five:
Make Dischargers Pay
Something — Not Nothing

You just aren't going to believe this
one, If you want to go fish in a lake or
stream, or to float on it and hunt, you
have to pay for a hunting or fishing
license. But, if you want to discharge
waste water into that same stream, the
state will give you a permit to do that for
FREE!

But under the Governor's new idea
of charging users for the scrvices they
use, I believe that a fec system could be
established that would not only cover
the state's cost of issuing these NPDES
permits but I also believe that a 20
percent surcharge on top of the cost of
administration should be included -
those surcharge funds to be used for
land acquisition. One of thc most im-
portant types of land to be purchased
under Preservation 2000 is bottomland
hardwoods in flood plains. One of the
most important functions of these lands
is to filter out some of the pollutants in
the associated strecams. It scems logical
that those who are dumping the offend-
ing chemicals in the streams should help
preserve the natural systems that help
clean up the mess. We can expect a
strong lobby against this from counties
and cities because they dump a lot of
water into our strecams, But they would
pass this increase cost on to their cus-
tomers. Think about it this way - by
charging dischargers, every time we
flush the John we'll be helping the Gov-
ernor fund Preservation 2000.

Step Six:
Increase the Real Estate
Transfer Fee 20 Percent

The next three steps are going o be
tough to get. There is a fair number of
real estate types serving as legislators
and they are unlikely to embrace this
proposal with open arms. I included the
real estate transfer tax and the excise tax
on concrete, asphalt, kaolin, sand and
gravel because I believe that these in-
dustrics account for the greatest loss of
wild land in Georgia. After all, Zell
Miller isn't trying to protect this special
land from the ravages of sportsmen, is
he? Yet through real estatc develop-
ment, and paving and road building and
mining operations, Georgia is losing
300,000 acres of her wild lands each
year. Heck, it's going to take us thrce
years to save a third of what we'll lose
this year|

GEORGIA OUTDOOR NEWS

But back to the proposal. If you
want to buy a candy bar in this state, the
state will tax you four cents on the dol-
lar. But if you buy real estate, the tax is
only one tenth of a penny on the dollar.
Thatis cqual to 10 cents for $100 dollars
of real estate.

1 propose raising this tax all the way
up to 12 cents per $100 dollars. If the
Real Estate Transfer Fee was increased
from 10 cents to 12 cents per $100 and
the increased funds were used for land
acquisition, that smidgen little two pen-
nies per $100 dollars would raise more
money than all us sportsmen and boaters
put together and —right of f — the Gover-
nor could double his vision and call his
plan Preservation 4000.

the next time I paved over something that
at least a little part of my concrete bill
was going to protect some special land
somewhere.

So back to my plan. I propose that
the state recognize the negative impact
paving has on our natural resources and
that a one percent surcharge be added to
the cost of each yard of concrete or as-
phalt produced in Georgia — that money
to be used to buy pristine wild land to
mitigate paving damage.

A cubic yard of Ready Mix concrete
will cost between $38 and $53 - the
average cost is about $45 per yard. We're
talking about raising the price 45 cents a
yard. But we're also talking about raising
$3.4 million a year for land acquisition!

Step Seven:
Add a1 % Excise Tax To
Concrete and Asphalt

We are up against the bull of the
woods here boys. Contractors and road
builders are the most generous of all the
various groups when it comes to making
contributions to politicians. Still, this
avenue offers a tremendous method of
creating a way to pay-as-you-pave for
Preservation 2000.

Every time we pave over land we

reduce the amount of potential wildlife
habitat. :
In 1990, about 7.5 million cubic yards
of Ready-Mix concrete was produced
and poured here in Georgia and that was
a slow year.

For the past 50 years, while concrete
was being poured and asphalt laid all
over Georgia, sportsmen have been pay-
ing a federal excise tax (currently an 11
percent tax) on all our hunting and fish-
ing and boating gear, That money is chan-
ncled through the US Fish & Wildlife
Service and back to states to be spent on
land acquisition, hunter safcty, operating
fish hatcheries and stocking fish, re-es-
tablishing wild turkey and striped bass,
allkinds of things. That 11 percentexcise
tax has done a great deal of good for an
aw(ul lot of wildlife.

I propose that we set up a similar
system here in Georgia but that we set
that tax on those things that represent the
greatest long term threat toour wild lands.
Paving over land or building onitdoesn't
justdegrade the wildlife value of the land
- it oblitcrates it.

Now beforc anyone begins to think
I've become a tree-hugging green [reak,
let me say that I live in a house and my
driveway is paved and I like it that way
and I don't feel guilty about it. But I
would feel better about it if I knew that

Step Eight:
Add al % Excise Tax per Ton
of Kaolin, Sand & Gravel .

Using the same method explained
above, this is essentially a serverance
tax. One day there won't be any more
kaolin. Quarries tend to leaves very large
holes in the ground. Sand is used inmany
forms of construction. This tax produces
for Florida a cash flow of $40- $50 mil-
lion each year, all of it used to buy land.
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)
How To Accomplish The
Steps - .

I hope you agree with the eight
steps outlined here. But I can tell you
that politics is not a spectator sport. If
you think ANY of these eight points
should be acted on then itis up to you to
make ithappen. Youmustcontact YOUR
representative and tell him or her that
you have a picce of legislation that you
would like them to introduce and get
passed. Don't send them a copy of this
paper. Write it out yourself, in your own
words. And then follow up with them
regularly. Track your piece of legisla-
tion. MAKE your friends do the same
thing.

Be adviscd that you have one state
Senator and onc Representative. Both
are up for re-clection this fall. If you
don't know who to contact, call (Senate)
(404) 656-5040 or (House) (404) 656-
5015. Tell them where you live and they
can tell you who your legislators are.

Sportsmen have always been con-
servation leaders. It seems we're up to
batagain. I'm counting oneach of you to
answer this important call - NOW!

e Gonel



UNLIMITED

January 26, 1992
2932 N. Bayshore Dr.
Seneca, SC £9678

Mr. Doug Adams

President, Rabun Chapter TU

Box 65 Bob Mark Trail

‘Rabun BGap, GA 30568

Dear Doug: .

The Chattooga River Chapter TU would like to
invite your chapter to participate in our 1992
Tri—-State Conclave on Saturday March 7, 1992. A
program for the days activities are included with
this letter. We anticipate having several local
"shops" also participate in this get together.

As a chapter participant I would like you to
invite your members to participate by:

# swapping, trading or selling fishing stuff,

#* offering to demonstrate fly tying, rod .

building or fly casting, and . e e

# Jjust coming to enjoy the fellowship and get

together. .

I would like to know by February 24, 1992 how
many members (best estimate) from your chapter will
come; how many will participate in the
swap/trade/sell activity; and hbw many would like to
demonstrate fly tying or rod building. This
information will permit us to plan for the numbeér of
tables and chairs needed to accommodate everyone,
and also for the amount of food preparation needed
(donation accepted).

If you have any questions about this program,
please give me a call at 803-656-3291 (day) or
803-882-0077 (night). I look forward to meeting
members from vour chapter and exchanging "fishing
stuff and talk" on March 7.

Best rgegards,

Fvank W. Paul
Vice-President
. : Conclave Chairman
-Enclosures: Program

cc: Dave VanlLear

EDUCATLE
OONGRIZES S

POLITICIANS NEED PISCATORIAL PERSPICACITY

Trout Unlinited is now looking for individuals who would like to participate in a TU "Grassroots Activist®
Hetwork. They will write letters to their Congressmen on legislation specific to coldwater issues at a
nonents notice 3-4 times per year. If you join, please remember that the Activist Network will be only
as effective as YOU make it. The network will be activated sometime in the coming year. To join, send
your nane and address to: TU Grassroots Activist Network, Suite 250, 800 Pollin Lane, SEB, Vienna, VA
22180-4959. If you have a nine-digit zip code, please ensure that you include it in your address.




