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OFFICIAL NEWSLETTER OF THE RABUN CHAPTER OF TROUT UNLIMITED JANUARY 13992
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PRESERVATION 2000 will be the subject at our next TU monthly meeting - January 21,

1992. That's on a Tuesday evening, at the Rabun County Library. Social hour will

begin at 6:30. At 7:00, Jeff Durniak will oresent '"Preservation 20007, including ;Z
a 1S minute video.. If you want to be informed about this subject read the article ‘;
from GEORGIA OUTDOOR NEWS and Steve Burch's editorial [attached]. This only con-

cerms those of you who like to hunt or fish, or use our State's natural resources.
IMPORTANT VITAL INTERESTING INFORMATIVE IMPERATIVE TIMELY SPELLBINDING AﬁrEVENT""'

MEMBERSHIP AND MONEY
Mike sez we have $2477 in the bank (just wait till he gets the postage bill for

this issue of the newsletter. I'm working on a special freight deal with Overnite
' that may save us some real money.)

W= have = new member From Blairsville - Curtis Colwell. Welcome to you Curtis, w=
ook Forward to seeing you soon. Mike Blakely kmows a good thing and has renew=d.
These members also know a good thing and are in the process of re-upping anyday:
Kyle Burrell, Fredrick Hooper, Rodney Kilby, Howard Page, Catherine Ritch, Bob and
John Singleton and Henry Williamson.
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CALENDAR OF COMING EVENTS

Tues Jan 28 Chattooga Coalition Me=ting USFS Stumphouse

(Two reps for Rabun TU will Attend)
Sat Feb 8 RABUN RENDEZVOUS 1992 Dillard House
Tue Feb 18 Mcnthly Meeting Rzbun County Library
Tue Mar 17 Monthly Meeting Rzibun County Library
Fri Apr 24 MEETING § CAMPOUT Reed Creek
Sat Apr 25 Wecrk Project - Structures Reed Creek
Sat May TBD Kids Fishing Day Nancytown Lake
Sat Jun TBOD Trout Day Mcccasin Cresk SP
Sat Jun TBO Kids Fishing Day Tallulash River
Tues Jun 16 Monthly Meeting Rzbun County Library
Tue Jul 21 Mcnthly Meeting Rz=bun County Library
Fri Sep 18 MEETING § CAMPOUT Tate Branck CG
Sat Sep 19 Work Proj=ct - Structures Charlie's Creesk
Sat Oct 3 Werk Project - Electrofishing Tallulsh River

TEBD - To be Decided



RABUN FENDEZVOUS is almost upon us and Jim Kidd's Committee needs to krnow what items
you have collected for the auction and raffles and door prizes. If, Neptune Forbid,
you aren't coming to the meeting, give Jim a call, or Pat Hopton, at 782-3320. We
must know what we are going to have.

We then need to make some duty assignments for the Rendezvous. Think about which one
you would liks to grab by the horns and help us with: Bucket Raffle, Sign-In Table,
Fire Place, Outdoor Cooking, Silent Auction, Social Hour Snacks, Video/TV, Pre-SetUP.

} Are we overlooking anything?
EVERY MEMBER EVERYWHERE!! ARE YOU OUT THERE?? WE NEED YOUR HELP!!!!! 5
If you need some suggestions as to what you could MAKE - BUY - OR BEG - 77.

A pickup load of Fire wood; a bird house or feeder; a book; fFishing tackle
that you made or bought or begged; items for the home and/or kitchen; an
item For the garden; a check made out to Fly Fisherman or Fod § Reel for a
sthscription (an example); Ice Box, Cooler or other camping equipment.

Ycu get the idea - use your imagination. Just Do It.!!!

THIS COULD AND WILL BE THE BEST RABUN RENDEZVOUS YET - WITH YOUR HELPIIDIEITERLEELNTY
OTHER BUSINESS:

1. Our position on the managmsnt of the Chattooga will be confirmed with
the membership. (The Chattooga Chapter of TU will be represented)

2. Clem Defino will report on:

a. Stekoa Creek Study
b. Upper Chattahoochee Planning
c. Wildermess Managems=nt Planning

— T ——e
3. Chapter Resources : At the last meeting, we gtfgagégae a list of items
of concerns that face the Rabun TU Chapter. ENCLOSED IN Tﬁ;S NEWSLETTER IS
THAT LIST. Now, we reed 3 consensus of opinion of Qur me bers on the most
urgent itsms. We are also asking Ken Henderson USFS tg aSk his staff to rats
the items and the Georgia DNR fisheries people ars being asked for their input.

Acain, to prepare yourself, please read all the items attached to this nsws-

T il letter (our annual report, the three articles from the media) then give us
— . your opinions by carefully filling out the survey and bring it to our next
/ éz"\ meeting (January 1992). If you can't make it to the mesting, mail it to

~/ % RASUN TU, BOX 55, RABUN GAP, GA 30558, by the end of January.

[ Otviously, we cannot be involved in every activity, so, we need to know what

you think. Your thinking will guide your chapter's activities throughout the
coming year.
If our urgent concerns as resource users are not the same as the professionals,
(USFS and GA ONR) then we will either enlighten them or be enlightensd by them
sc that we are all pulling in the same direction. We will accomplish more and
hetter results For our mission through this better understanding.

If ALL our members (including Yankees, Floridians, Metro Atlantans =and other
foreign lands) will give us their opinions, we will have ths best consensus
ard more "CLOUT FOR TROUT'"!!!

SCME INTERESTING STUFF FROM OUR LAST MEETING
1. We donated $25 to the Rabun County Library.
2. We donated $200 to the Georgia Council for helicopter stocking. (The GA
TU Council donated $700 for heslicopter stocking)
3. We learned that BOBBY BELL will be the Chairman for the Beogia Council
of TU for 1992 - GO0OO CHOICE - CONGRATULATIONS TO US AND B80BBY!!




XIS IHIOOKED ON FISIING, NOT DRUGS

PICS , _ ‘ . T
Ye are collecting photos for possihie”inciQsion in the Trout‘ﬂn';l Y
g Unlinited Youth Education ltandbook. Ve need
Ezzgteznd uzltz ﬁrolos ;hat shov kids involved in any of the varfous youth activilies sponsored by our
rs. lInclude a shorl nole explaining the activity deplcted In the photo. Send phot
national office, altention: Developaent Departuent. - ' ‘ ’ 0§°‘ o the
I}LHIRIBSS NEVER DELIEVE YOUR COMPASS
CY IDNDNRGIS

Trout Unlinited moved inlo ils new malional headquarters ome year ago. We contlnue Lo receive mail
addressed to the old 501 Church Strecl address. Under new U.8. Postal Service regulalions, lhe Tostal
Service vill no lonqer be able to forward mail o us once our (orvarding order has expired! Please ensure
that Chapter nevslellers and olher wail and correspondence are addressed to: Trout Unlimiled, Suile 1290,

U:O Pollin Lane, SE, Vienna, Virginia 22180-4959. rlease make sure your Chapler neabers are avare of Uhis
change, '

HAPPY NEW YEAR!!!

Open Letter to the Members and Friends of Rabun TU

Enclosed with this newsletter is our Annual Report for 1991. I continue to be
amazed each year when I review the summary of our stream activities, our donations,
our input to resource management planning, and along the way we have had a lot

of fun together. I want to take this opportunity to recognize and say "THANKS"

to the folks that made it happen:

Clem Defino Kyle Burrell Eric Esche Mike Hogelin

Pat Hopton Bill Kelly Walt Landreth Jim Kidd

Jerry Burrell Fredrick Hooper Wayne Hubbard Glen Littrell
Tom Landreth Jim Harris Mont Meadors Jim Nixon

Jeff Durniak Steve Littrell Ted Vance Steve McCall
Allan Ramsay Dave Jensen David Gomez John Duncan
Charlie Wharton Mike Blakely George Reynolds Henry Williamson
Monte Seehorn Tom Nixon Bob Brockman Alan Hooper
Frankie Green Lonnie English Li1 Solomon Pete Malik

These are the people I nominate for The 1991 Honor Roll. These people gave of
themselves to drive the steel, to bait the kids hook, to tote the buckets, to

" work on committees, to coordinate the work outings, to run the raffles, to buy
the grub, to set up the work camps, to plan the programs, to write the letters,
to cook the meals, to drag the logs, to investigate the concerns, to suggest
the solutions, to teach others, to clip the fins, to untangle the kid's Tines,
to meet the public, to roll the rocks, to clean up the work camps, to prepare
the newsletter, to run the saw, to balance the books, to teach kids respect
for the resource, to make the music, to weigh & measure, to pay the bills, etc.
etc. etc.

A11 of our members help give us "Clout for Trout', and we need that. Members
of the Honor Roll give us more; they give of their time, their talent, and
their sweat, and we appreciate each one of you.

I'm Tooking forward to continuing in 1992 our working together to preserve,
protect and enhance cold water resources here in northeast Georgia.

JW%Z’ %@LL “% Tiﬁ_;ﬁ:?é/
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9.

B. Donations:

Amount Reason Agency

$100 Kids Fishing Day — Nancytown Lk. GaDNR

$100 Kids Fishing Day - Tallulah R. - USFS

$ 50 Kids Fishing Day - Black Rock Mtn. Lk St.Park

$600 Summer Intern in Fisheries - College Sr. USFS

$200 Helicopter Stacking - Chattooga R. USFS

$ 81 Printing of Creel Survey Cards - USFS
Chattooga R.

$ 50 TU Memberships to 1 County & 4 High Libraries
School

$ 25 Cash Co. Library

$1,206 Total

C. Miscellaneous Activities:

Numerous telephone information exchanges w/USFS, GaDNR, Renew
America, Other Conservation Organizations, & Newspaper/Magazines.

D. Chapter Social Activities:

7 Social Hours w/Refreshments & Videos Preceeding Meetings.

1 Rabun Rendezvous w/Bluegrass Band & Fish Fry (100+ Participants)
3 Campouts w/Fish Fries & Fishing (23, 27 & 15 Participants)

4 Day Fishing Trip to Smokies w/Camping (20 Participants)

2 Cookouts w/Fishing (8 & 18 Participants)

9 Day Wyoming Fishing Trip w/Camping (16 Participants)

2 Banquets at Other TU Chapters (4 & 5 Participants)

Resource Status Summary for 1991:

Reed Creek - Fishery has had measurable improvement since project started.
Work continues with additional structures & maintenance of existing
structures.

Chattooga River - Helicopter stocking continues with sub-adult rainbows
and browns. Hold-over rate improving with higher rainfall the last 2
summers. Chapter volunteers will manage the creel survey program in '92.

Sarahs Creek - Erosion control & instream habitat work should improve the
fishery in the Apple Valley area.

Panther Creek - Georgia DOT construction of new 4 lane highway crossing
must be monitored carefully to prevent excess erosion. Put & grow
stocking should provide improved fishing in '92.

Darnell Creek - Special Use permit for trail rides on USFS lands may be
causing excess erosion & siltation. Situation is being investigated
by USFS.

Charlies Creek - Preliminary planning is underway for instream habitat
improvement structures for fall of '92.

Tallulah River - USFS and GaDNR plan to study the characteristics of the
fishery in sections of the stream, TU will provide labor to assist in
Oct. of '92.

Stekoa Creek - Possible study to determine the sources of poliution.

Upper Chattahoochee River - Development of USFS Management plan continues.
Rabun TU will continue to stress protection of the watershed through
minimum soil disturbing activities and proper use of erosion control
techniques.

King Creek - The USFS study of Seasonal Fish Movements will provide data
on the importance of small tributaries to the Chattooga Fishery.
Chapter volunteers will assist with daily trips to service the fish trap.

Wilderness Area Management - The development of the USFS Management Plans
for the Raven Cliffs & Tray Mountain Wildernesses continues with direct
input from Rabun TU members concerning fisheries management.

1991 OPERATING STATEMENT

Income:

Donations
Rebate from National TU
Interest on Checking Account
Fund Raisers:

Rabun Rendezvous

4 Raffles at Meetings

4 Campouts

TU License Tag Sales

Expenses:

Summer Intern in Fisheries - USFS
3 Kids Fishing Days - GaDNR, USFS. St.Pk.
Helicopter Rental For Stocking - USFS
Creel Survey Forms for Chattooga - USFS
5 TU Memberships - Libraries
Cash Donation - Library
Registration Fee - Symposium
Postage (includes Newsletter)
Newsletter Copier Costs
Stationery from National TU
Namebadges (for Cons. Fair & Carter Cen.)
Trout Magazines (for Cons. Fair & Carter Cen.)
Fund Raisers:

Rabun Rendezvous

4 Raffles at Meetings (Donated Items)

4 Campouts

TU License Tags

NET GAIN

1991 BALANCE SHEET

Assets:

Bank Account 31 December 1991
Accts. Receivables, Real Estate, Equipment, etc.

Liabilities:

Accts. Payable - Summer Intern 1992 - USFS
Taxes Due, Other

NET FUND EQUITY

$ 110.00
$  91.50
$ 129.15

$2,578.00
$ 202.00
$ 468.00

$ 130.00
$3,708.65

600.00
250.00
200.00
80.88
50.00
25.00
45.00
543.00
39.00
22.81
5.87
14.00

R R R S R sk s e Bl ol o

689.13

0.00
373.00
$ 102.50
$3,040.19

A o

$ 668.46

$2,516.30
b 0.00
$2,516.30

$ 600.00

$ 0.00
$ 600.00

$1,916.30

ESTIMATED TOTAL NON-TU DOLLARS LEVERAGED DURING 1991

Reed Creek - Stream Restore

USFS

Ga. Game & Fish Div.
Chattooga River - Stream Protection

USFS - Georgia

Ga. Game & Fish Div.
Helicopter for Stocking - USFS

Sarahs Creek - Stream Restore - USFS
Summer Intern - Fisheries - USFS

1991 ESTIMATED TOTAL LEVERAGED

$3.000.00
$ 200.00

$2.500.00
$ 800.00
$ 700.00

$1,500.00

$ 600.00

$9,300.00
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. environmentally sensitive arcas.

special emphasis of unique areas or en-
dangered plants or animals in Georgia.
In an information packet distributed
at the Governor's press conference, the
following question is asked, and an-
1 swered.
i Q. — “What guarantees do we have
: that the state will not buy a bunch of
acreage where hunting and fishing op-
portunities are non-existent?”
A.—*The goal of Preservation 2000
is to purchase a wide variety of quality
: habitats with a wide array of recreational
opportunities, including hunting and fish-
ing, throughout the state. Most quality
habitats support wildlife populations. The
best guarantee is to become involved.
When citizens make their opinionsknown
to elected officials and to DNR, their
chances of getting what they want are
greatly increased.”
i It is true that most quality wildlife
' habitats support wildlife populations. It
is not necessarily true that hunting op-
- portunities exist when good wildlife hab-
~- " itatispurchased. Bottomland hardwoods
.z. are excellent wildlife habitat. Would
-~ . public hunting be permitted along rela-
#'-.  tively narrow strips of river corridor? It
=-"" seems unlikely. : ’
iy _ Further, how much hunting oppor-
<. tunity need exist for the state to make

good on its assertion that hunting oppor-
tunities do exist on this land? One day of
hunting? One week of hunting? Ossabaw
Island hosts a maximum of 375 deer
hunters and 60 turkey hunters each year.
This is public hunting opportunity on
25,152 acres of Wildlife Management
Area. :

The answer above suggests that there
are no guarantees regarding hunting op-
portunities and that the squeaky political
wheel gets the grease. What happens 10
or 20 or 30 years from now when some
people don't like hunting as a recreation
on some of these Wildlife Management
Areas?

In another part of the information
packet it says, “Since 80-90% of all the
newly acquired lands will be open for
public hunting and fishing, sportsmen
will get far more lands for hunting and
fishing than their license fees will have
purchased.” Then later, “Hunters and
fishermen are coming out ahead on this
program. During the last land acquisi-
tion program, sportsmen paid for all the
land acquired. Under Preservation 2000,
you will get more than twice as many
new acres for hunting and fishing than
your license fee will pay for.”

- . These statements are true when
viewed in the short term., They become

Memper oF
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Miller Appoints 15-Member Panel

Says Acquire 100,000 acres for Preservation 2000

Back on April 26 at the Georgia -/ I iOther Councll members include
Wildlife Federation Awards Banquet, Chades Smithgall, former owner of the

Gov.Zell Miller outlined aplan hecalled * Gainesville Times,
Preservation 2000. The goa!t of the plan is

member panc] and assigned them the job

get problems. i

i The council's first sicp Is 1o devise
rules and methods 1o acquire propenty,
Don Canter, » Gainesville Real Estaig
broker and a Department of Natural Re-

\“U&rjia Conservancy,

the new council.

;  Other members include Dr. Eugens
Odom, the father of modern ecology and
prol. Emeritus at the University of
Geargia; Jane Yam, former member of

professor.

talistg

¢ Also Jerry McCollum, Executive VP
~ to purchase 100,000 acres of Georgia's " ol the Georgia Wildlife Federation; James
* C.Kennedy, Chairmanand Chief Execus
| last Tucsday he appoinied g 15 .ﬂ_ﬂn!gak of Cox Enterpriscs; Bill
& urdy, dean and chiel executive officer

of making the plan work, 8 ¢tifl assign- + oT g.“:a College of Emory; and Hang |
ment during a period of severe state bud- * Neuhauser, senlor vice president of the

Other members are Jim Pienie, re-

tired vice chaiman of Union P
Dublin Newspaper publisher Dubose
* Porier who also scrves as Go, s
sources board member, is chairman of “Floor Leader in the House; and Chacles
Warnon, University of Georgis ecology

This s an impressive and diverse
group of business leaders, environmen-

Cov Zall Mitier seeks 100,000 more acres |
wnder slate ovmership,

complete the purchase of Cabbage and :
Liute Tybee islands. .

There may be other cheerful phi-
lanthropists who will belp 1o case the
struggle of the Project 2000 Council, but
e the Governor did say he expected 10 use

the Council on Environmental Quality;
Rand Wentworth, direcior of the Trust
Tor Fublic Land; Ivan Allen 11} ex-chair-
man of the Atlania Chamber of Com-
merce; Walter Jack, Director of forest
resources Tor OA-Pacific; and Tom |
Benson, V.P. of Auants Gas Light Co.-

ning gold from hay,

they face a challenge as difficult as spin-

++ The Governor has sald that be secks
& coalition of private and public funds 1o
finsnce Project 2000. That process
worked whea an anonymous donor
chipped in $1 million W allow the state 10

public funds 1o help acquire lands. .

Though the Council has yet 1o meet, *
the Governor has been talking about the
project since his campaign days. The i
idea of increascd hunting and fishing ,
license fees has been suggesicd by some |,
as a source of Project 2000 revenuc,

GON

less likely to be true as time passes.
Consequently, the perception that Pres-
ervation 2000 is a plan designed to pre-
serve 80,000 to 90,000 acres of hunting
and fishing land is likely to be an erro-
neous perception 23 years from now
when sportsmen get through paying for
this excellent wildlife habitat.

THE FATTED CALF

Governor Miller has tapped sports-
men to bear 70 percent of the financial
burden of Preservation 2000 — and we
stand alone. Yes there will, hopefully,
be some general funds to help pay the
cost but only our taxes are being raised
for this program,

If the goal of the program is to
protect valuable wildlife habitat, pro-
vide park land and hiking trails and non-
game habitats and programs, why are
only sportsmen’s fees increasing?

DNR figures indicate that Georgia
is losing 300,000 acres of wildlife hab-
itat each year. Sportsmen are not the
cause of this habitat loss. If the goal is to
protect these valuable habitats from pol-
lution or loss to-development, why are
only sportsmen’s fees increasing?

The information packet continues.

Q. — “Have any revenue generat-
ing options besides raising hunting and
fishing license fees been explored?”

A. — “A number of options were
considered to fund this purchase: how-
ever, given the present state of the econ-
omy, it was decided that a license
increase was the most practical ap-
proach. Other user fees will be consid-
ered in the immediate future.”

Apparently the Governor believes
that the state of the sportsmen's econo-
my is in better shape than the rest of the
state.

And if other user fees are collected,
does that mean a roll-back in license
fees, an increase in acres purchased, or
the construction of parks more quickly?

NO, friends, Zell Miller picked
sportsmen to ante-up the front money
for Preservation 2000 because we are
the only ones he thought he could bleed
without getting Zell bloody.

He was right.

RECOMMENDATION

Despite all the negative points list-
edabove, inthe end, this program should
be supported. Please turn to page 57. If
Preservation 2000 is to be a good pro-
gram for Georgia's sportsmen, the key
points are to be found there. If we can
tinker with this rambling wreck, we can
tumn it in to a pretty good hunting and
fishing buggy. If we can’t, we're likely
to get run over. .
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Editorial

If you purchased one each of all the
Georgia resident hunting and fishing
licenses sold this year, you spent $54.60.
As of April 1, those same licenses will
cost $65.40 — up $10.80.

This increase is to be used to buy
land.

Nooneelse’staxes will be increased
to fund Preservation 2000.

In 1987, we raised our fees about
the same amount and purchased 62,000
acres of “hunting and fishing” land with
the clear understanding that the prima-
ry reason to buy these good wildlife
Jands was to provide hunting and fishing
land and recreation. The 1987 plan was
a sportsmen’s program.

Preservation 2000 is a habitat plan.
1t is different from the last land acquisi-
tion program. The benefits to hunters
and fishermen that will arise from Pres-
ervation 2000 are secondary benefits.

Should sportsmen bear this tax in-
crease alone?

Yes, I think we should. I think there
needs to be a sound land acquisition
program in thig state and we firially have
some leadership in the Governor's of-
fice that thinks so, t00.

Is Preservation 2000 the plan we
need?

No, I don’t think it is. But I think it
can be a launching pad for the program
we do need. .

1 think the first thing we need to

. preserve is the 62,000 acres of land we
have already purchased. As things stand
rightnow, those 1ands belong to the state
and can be used for any purpose the state
deems appropriate. With the stroke of a
pen on an executive order, this or any
future Govemnor can turn what is pres-
ently 2 WMA into a prison site or a toxic
waste site or to any other purpose he
chooses. Thereis a simple method avail-
able to protect these lands. They can be
preserved under the Heritage Trust Act.
Hunting and fishing can be explicitly
stated as appropriate forms of recreation
on these preserved lands. Once protect-
ed, public hearings and an Act passed by
the Georgia Legislature would be re-
quired to change the use of these lands.

The second thing we need to pre-
serve is our money. A sunset provision
on this license fee increase, and the one
in 1987, would automatically roll li-
cense fees back once these bonds are
retired, rather than simply funding the
legislature in later years.

With these protections in place, we

can accept Preservation 2000 and say to
the rest of the state that40 cents of every
dollar we spend on license fees goes to
preserve wildlife habitat. In otherwords,
we have putour money where our mouth
is. And, because we're not buying land
just for huntin’ and fishin’, we can claim
a strong leadership role in the environ-
mental community and then petition the
state for help. .

Who should help pay for this land
acquisition?

Son, there are many targets of op-
portunity.

For instance, the first and most ob-
vious target is the people who use these
lands but don't have to pay. Hikers,
bikers, horseback riders, campers, bird
watchers, photographers, you name
them. If they are on these properties,
they need to have contributed directly to
the establishment of these public lands.
As things stand now, these folks are
allowed to enjoy all these benefits on
wildlife Management Areas free of
charge. This situation is not equitable to
Georgia's sporismen and cannot contin-
ue.

For instance, the real estate trans-
fer tax in this state is only $1 per $1,000
of real estate sold. That equals only a
0.10% tax. A 20 percent increase in this
tax would raise the tax rate toonly $1.20
per $1,000 but would equal the amount
of money generated by the Governor’s

license increase. Informed sources re-

port that this option was considered but
rejected by the Governor. I think it is
worth reconsideration. .

For instance, since development is
one of the major causes of loss of habi-
tat, I believe the state should institute a
program based on the federal P-R and
D-J programs that have served wildlife
so well. Under D-J, P-R, sportsmen pay
an 11 percent excise tax on all our hunt-
ing and fishing gear and that money is
returned to wildlife programs. Why don’t
we place an excise tax on every yard of
concrete poured or asphalt laid in this
state — and ear-mark those funds for
wild land acquisition?

For instance, industrics who u_::v‘

waste water into our streams and rivers
are required to have a permit to do this
but there is no charge for acquiring this
permit, nor is there an annual fee for
holding this permit. I have to pay for a
license to fish in the waters they are
discharging into. Why don’t they have
to pay and why can't that money be used
to preserve good wetlands and other
wildlife habitat? .

And while we're at it, there are
industries and municipalities who vio-

late permit limits, polluting more thar
the law allows. When they are caught,
Georgia's EPD fines them for breaking
the Iaw. I think a 20 percent surcharge
should be added to EPD's fine and the
surcharge funneled to land acquisition.

As to poachers, when law enforce-
ment catches a poacher and charges him
with taking game illegally, the fine paid
by the poacher goes into the county
treasury. I would add to the fine paid, the
dollar value of the wildlife taken illegal-
ly, and that money should go toward
land acquisition. For instance, what is
the dollar value of an eight-point buck
or a turkey hen or a striped bass or 2
mallard drake? If a hunter spotlights a
deer, shoots at it and misses, his finc is
equal to a spotlighter who shoots and
kills the deer. If he misses, sportsmen
can still hunt that deer. If he kills it,
sportsmen have had a deer stolen from
them. The poacher should pay for our
investment in that deer and that money
should go toward land acquisition. And
the way I see it, the bigger the deer, the
higher the cost!

There are other options, too numer-

" ous to list here. Roll them all together

and you have something that can dwarf
Govemor Miller's plan. )

My plan islike the Governor’splan.
The goal would be to buy and protect
wildlife habitat, not simply hunting and
fishing land.

If we sportsmen get up in arms
about this license increase, I believe we
can defeat Preservation 2000.

But Zell Miller has lit a candle. !
think we should pour gasoline on hit
candle. I think that if we are going «
protect pitcher plant bogs and gramt:
outcrops and wood stork rookeries and
stream corridors and such, it will be up
to Georgia's sportsmen to take this state
by the homs and drag it into a worth-
while and self-sustaining wildland ac-
quisition and preservation program. Zell
Miller has used our money to wedge
open a small crack in the political door.
He has given us the opportunity to kick
it open and put some more ambitious -
programs and funding strategiesin place.

If we don't push this program past
Miller's horizons, then we are just the
cash register that will pay for every-
one’s land.

If we do push for a grander pro-
gram, then we are Sportsmen at our best.
If we do it, we'll be spending someone
clse’s money for a change. Next month
I'll tell you how we can do it.

HToeh
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of n&BnESn.oP So if we plan on

having striped bass populations in |
reservoirs, and fish that will attain 50

pounds, the average citizen is going to
have to be a whole lot more
concerned about non-point source
pollution. If the average citizen is
concerned about it, then government
is going to be concerned about it. The
short-term prognosis for stripers in
reservoirs is pretty good, but the long-
term prognosis will not remain good
unless we get very concerned about
non-point source pollution.

GS: What about hybrid bass?

Gennings: Hybrid bass are a good
substitute for stripers when the water
gets too warm. We've got places

we've quit stocking stripers. For years |

we've tried to stock stripers and have

dumped mosi of our stock into Lake |

Sinclair to try and establish a trophy
fishery there. We finally found there
just isn't enough cold water to sustain
them.

Oconee is a lake that’s not well
suited for stripers, because of the
warm water, as is the case and all
points south, with the exception of
Juliette. It's got some pretty good cold
water habitat in it, and also in Lake
Seminole you've got springs that
provide that habitat.

The Lake Allatoona prognosis for

stripers on the short haul is good, but .

on the long haul it is not good atalL It
is 2 lake that hasn’t got much oxygen
in the cold water. The hybrid
prognosis on Allatoona remains good.

Carters has just been stocked with
stripers the last few years. Prior to that
we didn’t stock it because it didn’t
have gizzard shad, not enough food in

there, When someone put gizzard |
shad in there, they destroyed a good

bluegill fishery. Now we're obligated
19 put stripers in there to control the
shad. It has a good prognosis for the
m_.az term, at least, and the
mtermediate term.

Nottely has been a real good striper
ke and stil} is. It doesn’t havea lot of
&.ﬁ_mvama on its watershed, so I'd
think it would remain a good lake for
2 longer period of time.

It The same is the case for Hartewell,
aug a good striper lake. We puta |
W, “nipers and a few hybrids in it. |

¢ recently raised the number of |

N_%na to 10 per acre on it,and we've

z?& growth there.
S.<E£_ doesn’t get stripers because
© reserved it for trout. People

Continued on page 60
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FISHERIES . .. Continued

haven’t leamed to catch them yet, but
they’re there. It also has a good
oxygen and cold water, as has Clarks
Hill.

GS: What about the public fishing

aress this year?

Gennings: We have contracted
with an engineer to develop plans for
renovating and reconstructing some
of the lakes down at Paradise. We
plan on opening Dodge County
Public Fishing Area, Steve Bell Lake
and Albert Glass Forest around next

. June. We're trying to buy land at
several different locations for different
lakes, and we now have land in Burke
County that we'd like tostart plans for

——_developing a lake on.

GS: What's the sportsmen’s
contribution to all of this?

Gennings: Fishing license sales
brought in $5,336,432. Our total
budget before any cuts was
$6,750,201. Of that, $2,620,490 is
federal funds. That goes for all forms
of programs, including law

N

enforcement, education and fisheries |

management.

GS: Last year you mentioned
falling fishing license sales.
Apparently they’ve turned around a

little bit What is the department
doing, particularly about getting kids
into fishing? .
Gennings: What we want to do is
increase the portion of the population
that fishes. Not only are we losing
ground there, but we’re losing ground
in real numbers as well. Last year
there was a slight upturn in license
sales. We've always taken an interest
in kids’ fishing events. We stocked
28,000 trout for that reason in the first
half of 1991 alone. But we felt like we
had to be more aggressive about it and
came up with a three-way contract. It
is between a pond owner, who offers
his lake as a place to have a fishing
event; a sponsor, such as an
individual, a church or a club who
will take fish, feed them and get them
ready for the fishing event; and the
department, who provides the fish
and the technical advice. We bad our
first events in 1990. In 1991 wehad a
tremendous increase in eveats; over
7,000 kids went to fishing events in
the first balf of the year. We were
involved in the far majority of them.
Our goal is to have every child catcha
fish. Where the eveat is well planned,
that happens. For example, at Big
Lazer, we had about 116 kids down

60 NCYTIE
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“( there during National Fishing Weck,
and all the kids caught fish and all but
two caught limits of five fish. . .,
About 30 percent of those 7,000~
plus kids had never been fishing
before. Now we would like to reach
more of those unreachable kids. So far
the program has been out in the rural
areas, but we're. moving into the
metro area. But we don’t want them
to persist in demanding that type of
rain barrel fishing. We're challenged
to create a more intermediate type of
fishing where there are more
challenges, more surprises. For
example, we might baitupanareaina
large reservoir for an event where kids
that have had the experience of
catching fish and know it’s fun, might
forego the chance of being assured of
catching a fish for tbe chance of
catching a bigger fish, getting away
.from the very controlled environment
of a farm pond or a public fishing area
and into a wilder experience. . .
One of the places where we are
going to need a lot of help from the
public is in the metro ares. We need
the tackle, we need the people, then
we need to take those kids and set
them down for a few minutes to tell
them how to treat each other, how not
to hurt themselves and how to take
care of the eavironment. So I think
we'll be on to something special if we

/ can get into those metro areas. We're

going to need a lot of help from local

GS: Let’s go back to trout. What
about the trout stocking program?

Gennings: Trout also are
threatened by the.long-term picture.
What I encourage people all across
the state to do is to get involved in the
Stream Watch Program the
Environmental Protection Division is
. developing. In its simpiest form, you
adopt a stream and go out and watch
it. If anything goes wrong with it, you
report it. i L

I think there are more and more
people that are interested in trophy
trout and in special regulations for
trout. If there weren’t, we'd be in a
heck of a mess, because we stock
about a million trout a year and we

NOTE

/

have about 200,000 trout fishermen.
So if you don’t reuse some of those
fish, there are only five trout per
fisherman. )

I think at some point we have toask
ourselves, “What are we trying to do
with our trout program?” A lot of
people begin to question whether
more is better when we begin to

| Mainly we've got a long growing

B L
s 0 1 el

degrade the very resource we enjoy by
overuse. Maybe we need to look at 2
some other alternatives. I think the
stocking program is very important. -
It's what carries the casual angler.
Only after you've had several [
successful fishing trips are you willing . :
to risk more, to be willing to turn fish  *
Ioose. We hope those folks who have ]

n

ARSI S 14

been in it a while and have caught
some fish and enjoyed catching them |
and eating them will consider catch-
and-release for trout. . . o
Out of 200,000 trout anglers, we
bave only a small portion of them,
probably less than five percent, that
are really into catch-and-release, but
it’s increasing all the time. =
: Now for the fish that made
Georgia famous, the largemouth bass.
How is that fishery this year? . ..
Gennings: Our largemouth
populations are good, and I think the
long-term prognosis for largemouth
bass is good. It's a well-adapted fish
for this area of the country, and I don’t
think threats, such as the global
warming or the silt, have nearly the
impact on them as they will on trout
and striped bass. Nevertheless, I think
pollution, especially silt, will have 2n
effect on largemouth bass. I think
we're going to have good largmouth
bass fishing for a long time to come.
One of the things that we're seeing
take place that is going to make
fishing better and better is more and
more people are willing to catch and
release largemouth bass. We've seen
situations, such as that on Lake
Walter F. George, where as much as
60 percent of the fish are being
released by  anglers. That's the
situation around the state — over half
of the largemouth bass arc being
released voluntarily. That extends to
legal-sized fish. I think there’s a real
good prognosis for largemouth bass.
GS: That being the case, do you see
the state record being broken?
Gennings: Well, we set the mark
high when we set it. In over 50 years,
nobody has broken it. A lot of people
say California will, but they keep
feeding those fish trout out there and
trying to get them fat so that they can.
I. think the conditions are right in
Georgia in the first place, and those
conditions are still working for us.

season and an excellent food supply,
and we've got the intergrade of the
Florida subspecies and the northern
subspecies that makes the trophy that
we are looking for. O ,
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{
l By Deth A. Holcombe
\
1

The Rabun County Coalition to
Save the Forests is trying to gct
approximately 60,000 acres of Na-
tional Forest lands designated as a
“Scenic  Arca,”  which would
1 restrict the land from logging but

lcave the roads open to public use.
% Bob Alexander, president of the
t coalition, said the group hopes 1o
* get the Warwoman Management
. Arca, as well as a sizcable portion
_of the surrounding Chattooga

River watcrshed lands, approved
. for the federal designation.
. The land in question includes
- the approximately 15,000 acres in

the Warwoman Management Arca,
‘% as well as about 45,000 acres of
J surrounding land — stretching
, from the northeastern section of
- the county southward to U.S. 76.
- A more restrictive designation
, than “Scenic Arca” would be that

. of “Wildemess,” which would re-
- quire the closing of the roads in
. the arca. But Alexander said he
*doesn’t  belicve  most Rabun
- Countians would want the roads
« closed to public use.
Alrcady, the coalition has writ-

" ten Ietters to U.S. Congressman Ed
Jenkins, as well as Sens. Sam
Nunn and Wyche Fowler.

Nunn responded in a letter dated
Nov. 14 that he would keep the in-
terests of the coalition in mind and
express ils concemns beflore the ap-
propriatc commillces should the
opportunity arise.

Alexander said he hasn’t yet re;
ceived word from Fowler, and that
Jenkins responded he would
to wait and scc how a recent
derness designation for other lakds
in north Georgia is accepted — 2
initiative he proposcd — belore
procecding with a similar action in
Rabun County.

The coalition president said he
docsn’t cxpect  the  group to
achicve its aims immediately, and
that he isn't discouraged by any
lack of action displayed thus far
by the legislators.

Jim Kidd, resource assistant for
the Tallulah Ranger District, uU.S.
Forest Service, said he doesn’t
belicve the Forest Coalition initia-
tive is a viable option in managing
the land. - et .

““A lot of people would not want
that in a Scenic Arca,” Kidd sai
about the acrcage. “Hundreds
people get firewood [rom that arfa,

yand there are people who make
‘their living by gathering ivy
'galax there.”
! He said loggers and thosc in-
'volved in the timber industry
‘wouldn’t be the only ones oppos-
ing the designation. Though he
docsn’t agree with the coalition’s
aim, he supports its involvement
in thc management process.

“We want that kind ol input
from pecople.” But he said the
group's initiative wouldn't cause
the Forest Scrvice to go running to
the lawmakers. “We  probably

i

won't take action or steps as a

result of this,” Kidd said, "Our su-
pervisors are always in soniact

Coalition wants part o

LT sk ety . "
f Forest marked scenic

/
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See related

slory on page B-10

Eficot Rock
Wilderness,

Warwoman  W.MA.’ b
Coalition's  first  priorily for
“Scenic Area” proposal .

‘
o

The Coalition's second priority,
Bob Alexander says, would be
the area represented by lighter
ghading: the . Warwoman and
Scenic Upper Chaltooga River
aroa. The proposal is not a vi-
able option, a Forest Service
spokesman says.

-y
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I

with the Icgislators, and they'll be
advising one another of any
developments.”

Alexander said the Forest
vice's timber harvesting i

hatfooga River.
“The Challooga is just
dead from the Forest Servicks
clearcutting and road building.
has raised the temperature of the
river, and the fish are disappear-
ing,” he said.
idd _refutes _clai
“The trout fishery in the river is
much better than it was five years
ago. There's never been a lot of
good, natural reproduction in the
river because of the sandy, silty
soil that occurs naturally.

“Before the river was desig-
nated Wild and Scenic 20 ycars
ago, it was slocked year-round
with 10- to 12-inch fish. But after
it was designated Wild and Scenic,
the only access points were at the

bridges, smmcre-wasmm\aiin%

stoeking going on.”

been involved for five years in the
Chattooga River Project, a joint
study and trout-stocking project
conducted with the assistance of
the Department  of Natural
Resources and Trout Unlimited.

to Kidd-dom't support-Atexander's

claim of a dying river. “We've got’
a lot of data on the river, and it's

as healthy as can be. 1 would have
to sce scientific evidence that

«that's happencd,” he said, referring’
to Alexander's claims. *

In his letter to the Congressmen,
Alexander wrote, “The Chaltooga *

River has so much silt and slime in
it now that the fishery is close to
total ruin. It was evident this past
swmmer that the river bass “Red
Eyes” “and river perch  were

e e 4

He said the Forest Service has :

The group's studics, according -

scverely hurt and not spawning
usgal " "
“Miles of river that .

macle in itsclf.
Scenic  Arca  desig

and road construction...
Id protect our streams,

as
v streams would wash themselves of
held \the massive amounts of silt, and,
* thousands of these fish in past ’
years had none this year. Fish beds
were not in cvidence throughout
{he summer. Our trout in the Chal-
ooga River are no longer in abun-
nce. To cven see a trout is a

<ensitive and rare plants. Perhaps

within a number of ycars the trout

pgencrate themselves.”

Alexander said most of the
ounty supports’ the coalition’s
im. “We've got 90 to 95 percent
f the people behind us,” he said,
citing the 2,000-plus names col-
lected carlicr this ycar on a peli-

fon tion to stop clearcutting in the
o the clearcut-

‘Warwoman arca. .
It But Kidd said he belicves the

and __coalition’s support constitutes only

" a fraction of the public at large.

1992 Jeep Cherokee
Laredo 4 X 4 4Dr.
Stock # 460030
MSRP $22,322.%°

SALE PRICE *
$17,688.%°
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SALE PI
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in slc
SALE Pl

* Price Includes {actory reba
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tes East 3662 feet, South ©
minutes East 184.1 feet,
s 32 minutes Eant 184.1
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A CELEBRATION OF THE JOYS OF TROUT

"The rendezvous was unlike anything before or since, a gathering of uninhibited men down
fran the mountains. The event attracted perhaps a hundred mountain men, their Indian wives,
N and assorted visiting tribesmen. Amsements included ganbling, drinking, storytelling -
\\ continuing day and night." Quote from The Mountain Men by George .laycock.

nce again, the Rabun Chapter of Trout Unlimited will host this annual gathering and
want you to join with us in the celebration.

HEN: Saturday evening, February 8, 1992, starting at 5:00
“HERE: Henry's Playhouse, located in the Dillard House Conplex in Dillard,
Georgia. Well signed - you can't miss it!
N
WHO: Everyone who has a sincere interest in protecting cur cold water resources -

including TU folks, USFS people, DAR types their families and friends.

SOCIAL: 5:00 - 6:30 ~ For your musical entertainment, we'll have the genuine Foxfire
Boys who will be a'pickin' an a'singing; we will have a bucket raffle and
a silent auction; and snacks, cola & beer. MWe'll shav same exciting trout
fishing videos and we'll have a cozy fireplace to backup to while storytelling.

DINNER: The Dillard House is widely known for their country vittles and they will
start laying it in front of you at 6:30. You will enjoy the food!

PROGRAM: At 7:30, Steve Burch, editor, owmer and publisher of Georgia Outdoor News
will editorialize on a current topic and after a short tine we will give him
the hook and bring on Ken Henderson, Supervisor for the U.S. Forest Service
in Georgia. Ken will share with us his views on the value of partnerships
and how they relate to the protection and enhancement of our cold vater
resources here in the Georgia Mountains.

COST: khen talking quality, talking price is wulgar, but you will want to know
that it will be $15.00 American, per person,

And John Dillard has said a big welcome to Rabun TU guests with a special
rate of $32 per night, single or double occupancy at the Dillard House Motel
(404-746-5348) or the Dillard Best Western (404-746-5321), your choice. (Call
for reservations & just show this invitation when you check—in).

AND WE ARE BRAZEN ENOUGH TO ASK ALL OLR TU CHAPTERS TO SEND SOME REALLY NICE SIUFF (R
BETTER YET, BRING IT WHEN YOU OOME. YQU WILL BE GIVEN CREDIT IF IT'S GOUD AND WE WILL
APOLOGIZE TO THE CROWD IF IT ISN'T.

"aservations are mot absolutely necessary but will help in our plaming if you will call:
N ‘ Doug Adams Jim Nixon Tam Landreth

746-5311 (W) 746-5311 (W) 754-9202
746-2158 (H) 782-3101 (H)




