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1991 RABUN CHAPTER TROUT UNLIMITED NEWSLETTER

SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER

DISCLAIMER: INFORMATION ANO ARTICLES CONTAINED IN
THIS NEWSLETTER MAY NOT BE 100% ACCURATE OUE TO THE

APPLE VALLEY SITE OF SEPTEMBER-OCTOBER MEETING § WORK OUTING & CAMPOUT

The Rabun Chapter will hold its' monthly meeting on Friday svening after dark,
October 4, 1991, in the area known as Apple Valley on the banks of upper Sarah's
Creek.
AGENDA: 1. Form a committee to nominate 1992 Chapter Officers to be elect-
ed at the November meeting. Will need about three - are you one?
>. 1982 RENDEZVOUS - TO BE OR NOT TO BE, THAT IS THE QUESTION. If
so, the following committees will be needed: Committe Chairman;
Fzcilities Chm.; Prizes Chm.; Program Chm.; and Food Chm.
3. BRaffle - Walt in charge.
4, Lay out battle plans for Saturday, October Sth WORK PROJECT on
Sarah's Creek. Bring gloves and waders for this funfest. Kidd in

charge.
5. All members who plan to attend must notify Jim Nixon if you
will be there for supper (Fri) breakfast and or lunch (Sat). Jim

needs to know. 782-3101 (H) 746-5311 (W) CONTACT HIM!!!

MEADORS HOSTS AUGUST MEETING

Eighteen chapter members and guests gathered around Mort's trout pond off Pattarson
Gap Road for good times and a program led by Dave Jensen and John Daly of the USFS.
John's program concerned the effects of Ed Jenkin's proposal to cut USFS road con-

The really fun events are always scheduled on dates that I can
Are there

struction funding.
not attend so I was not there but understand a good time was had by all.

any trout left, Mort? Thanks to Mort, Dave and John for a good meeting - I guess.
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IMPORTANT: k00 IT NOWEkickDON' T DELAY:ckickACT FASTRictHOPE YOU HAVE TIME'ic:IMPORTANT

Enclosed in this newsletter along with reams of other info is some background material
and a questionaire from Tom Hawks, District Ranger, Chattooga District, asking fFor

your inmput regarding your wilderness areas, Tray Mountain Wilderness and Raven Cliffs
wilderness. This is your chance to vote on wildlife management and Fisheries manage-
ment issues. The later concerns Brook Trout vs Rainbow Trout. SO ACT FAST!!!frtittlid
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EFFECTS OF THE STATE BUDGET CUTS ON TROUT PROGRAM

The ONR announced that the Summerville Hatchery will have to close in order to shave
$48000 off a budget of $27.2 million. You may be aware that through sportsmens
voluntary user fees, we contribute about 60% of this budget so you should have a voice
in this matter. Now, a reduction in stocking trout over in the northwestern oart of
S the state may not seem so bad to us over here, but think about it. This action could
result in not only a depletion of the trout in that area but would increase Fishing
pressure in this part of the state. You just might want to call Zell's office and
your local state representatives to let them know that you think this is a little

too much.



AND WHILE YOU ARE DOING THE ABOVE, HOW ABOUT THIS

The state of Georgia hires professional wildlife and Fisheries experts to oversee and
manage our state's wildlife and fisheries resources. Through the years we in TU have
gotten to know many of these people and some are members of TU. These pros study
and research the cause and effects of human and natural impaction on our wildlife.
So, when it comes to regulating the use of these resources, who gets involved? The
politicians, that's who. Wouldn't it make simple sense to allow the professionals to
to regulate and manage 7 Let your elected officials know how you feel.

BUT WHAT HAS THE DNR DONE FOR US LATELY?

I'm glad you asked. In 1988 the DNR stocked our North Georgia streams with over one
million trout weighing over 300,000 pounds. Again, over one million were stocked in
1990 and a similar number will be stocked in 1991. Rabun County alone received approxi-
mately 128,497 Rainbows, 2,625 Brookies and almost 5000 Browns. And regardless of how
you feel about the New York Times article enclosed elsewhere in this newsletter, that's
a lot of pure pleasure on our streams. Tharnks to the DONR for all their help!

AND SPEAKING OF STOCKING

About 7000 little Raimbow Fingerlings are stretching their fins and swishing their
tails in Panther Creek, thanks to Jeff Durniak and four other members of the Rabun
Chapter - Eric, Pat, Doug and Jim Kidd. Who knows in a year or so you might run across
one of these fellows - the fish, not the guys! I know you'll run across the guys.

OFFICIAL ACCEPT NO SUBSTITUTE TU FRONT LICENSE PLATES

Mike Hogelin is the official keeper of the new license plates and will bring them to
the camp out/meeting/work project on October 4-5. So, if you haven't already gotten
one, bring $10 extra and get yours. Profits (sorry about that Clem) will go into the
Treasurey, which Mike also keeps. Hmmmmmmm?

SPECIAL REGULATIONS FOR THE UPPER CHATTOOGA?Y

The newly formed chapter in Highlands is looking into the feasibility of establishing
special regulations for the portion of the Chattooga in North Carolina. In that state
the professionals set the regulations, not the legislature.

MEMBERSHIP AND ROSTER UPDATE

It was bound to happen. In order to keep a closer watch over one of our members, we
now have the DNR Game Warden as a new member of the Chapter. Welcomes to Bill Bunch

of Clayton. (The guy you're interested in lives several hours west of here but comes
home often.) Also welcome to Bill Waggener of Rabun Gap and John Watts of Clayton,
we're glad to have all of you and you haven't been had until you've been had by us.

We also thank D. Adams (Who?) Hal Avery, Allan Ramsay, Jim Nixon (What), Glen Littrell,
Fritz Vinson, Steve McCall and Ned Wethrill for re-upping for another year.

Doug Burgess, Randy Dilliot, Lonnie English, Howard Page, Hiawassee Reallty, Catherine
Bitch and Brooks Adams need to renew their membership.

Also enclosed with this newsletter is a copy of the Rabun TU Roster. Find your name,
check spelling, current address and phone numbers. WE REALLY NEED THE PHONE NUMBERS
FOR FAST CONTACT. INCLUDE A WORK NUMBER IF YOU CAN. Notify Jim Nixon of any changes
so that he may in turn pass this on to National for updating. PLEASE DO THIS RIGHT
AWAY.

TREASUREY REPORT

Including a $91.50 rebate from National ($1.50 per member) we now have $2703.71 in
the old cash box.

LOOK OVER THE ATTACHED MATERIALS CAREFULLY AS WE HAVE TRIED TO UTILIZE THE PAPER AND
UNRELATED ARTICLES MAY APPEAR ON THE BACKS OF ANOTHER ITEM. WE DO THIS PRIMARILTY TO
WEED OUT THE WEAK AND FAINT HEARTED AND TO SEE IF HENRY WILLIAMSON REALLY READS ALL
THE WAY THROUGH THIS STUFF. ALSO, POST THE CALENDAR SOMEWHERE CONVENIENT LIKE THE
BATHROOM SO YOU WILL SEE IT DAILY AND NOT MISS A SINGLE FUNCTION.
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Reply To: 2620 Date: August 21, 1991
Subject: Fall Sample for Mainstem and West Fk.
To: Chattooga Coalition 5

The main river is mw*dd high. Randy's crew was up recently and they said we
could snorkel the gravel bar that we worksd the fish up on last year!

Cancel next wesk. We'll leave it open to reschedule later this fall. If

not, we'll take up where we left off next sumnfer. If you simply can't stand
the thought of missing out on a sampling opportunity, Kelly plans to have

her S.C. crew do the Bad Fork and possibiy Kings Cr. sampiing next week.

I'm sure she would welcome the help. DG her at K.Russel1:R08F1ZDOZA or call
803 638 9568 if you're interested.

Let's plan to do the West Fork sampling Sept 30 and October 1. We'll do the
West Fork the first day and then split into three crews for the Overflow,
Holcombe Cr. and Blue Valley samples the next day. Plan to meet at the same -
location as last Spring (first bridge above Warwoman road) at approximately
0930.

We need the following crews.

Georgia F.S.— six people- four shockers
Georgia DNR- three people- two shockers

S.C. F.S.~ two people- one shccker

N.C. F.S.- 2-3 people- one shocker

N.C. W.R.C.~ 2-4 people~ two shockers

Great Smokies crew- 2-3 psople~ two shockers

Any T.U. volunteers appreciated.

"0. F."

F5-5200-28a (5/84)
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Issue 7. Special Opportunity Class for Appalachian Trail

The Appalachian Trail Conference and the U. S. Forest have a long history of
cooperative management endeavors on forest lands traversed by the Trail.
Through the past sixty years a number of agreements have been reached through
negotiation by both parties and the AT enjoys some management opportunities
not normally associated with pristine wilderness character. While not
"wilderness illegal" these variances differ from the maximum wilderness model
of purity and, in a sense, can be considered by some as non-conformning
variances. Rather than seek to change long standing agreements regarding
shelters and trail markers (blazes) another resolution may be explored.

At issue. Should the U. S. Forest Service designate the A.T. corridor, in
wilderness, as a special cpportunity class with management standards greater
than that of noticeably impacted (Opportunity Class III) and somewhat less
than that of Opportunity Class II (transitional between pristine, Opportunity
Class I, and noticeably impacted)? YES? NO? Rating 1-5 ( ).

Please note that management of subresources of wilderness such as Minerals,
Threatened & Endangered Species, Cultural Resources, Fire, Soil & Water,
Search and Rescue, Information & Education can all be addressed through legal
mandates such as The Endangered Species Act, The Antiquities Act etc. or
handled administratively (a search and rescue plan) by existing policy.

These are the seven major issues raised to date. If you have others which you
feel merit attention and discussion please submit them in the space below or
send comments to the District Ranger whose address is given at the top of the
cover letter. Thank you.

Please list other comments in space below.

Evaluation of Issues-Page 3 of 3
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MOUNTAIN BRIDGR
SINGLE PLY ENTRY PORM

ANGLER #° HAME

ADDRESS

———— . 2IP CODE

TELEPHONE

FLY TO BE USED

T U CHAPTER

ANGLER #2 HAME

ADDRESS

2IP CODE

TELEPHONE

FLY TO BE USED

T U CHAPTER

Please en
— close a check for $10 for your teams entry

Make checks payable to Trout i nd send to
S Y Unlimited and s
Steve Bailey, Single fly contest, 115 Dekalb br., Greer, SC
Y v

25650.
POR QUESTIONS CALL

STEVE BATLEY
SINGLE FLY CHAIRMAN

. (803) 297-3560 - WORK
: (803) 879-1313 - HOME

WHEN

Saturday, October 19, starting at 9:00 a.m. and ending
about 5:00 pm.

Burrelis Ford on the Chattooga River Base Camp will be set
up on the Georgia side parking area.

' FHY
The singl= fly contest will be an opportunity to test your
skills as an angler while enjoying the fellowship of other
Trout Unlimited members.

SCIIEDULE _FOR THE DAYS EVENTS

Check in: Coffee and donuts will be served

9:00

9:30 to 12:30 Fishing

12:30 Lunch will be at Base Camp

1:J0 to §:00 Fishing

5:00 First, second, and third place teams will
° receive awards at Base Camp. Refreshments

will be available.

HOW _DQ_YQU GBT INVOLVED

' Simply f£illout the entry form in the back of this brochure
and send it to the address listed. Pre-registration is not
required but would help us better plan for the event, 80O
pleass try to register as early as possible.

Mountain fAridge Chapter

Trout Unlimited
1991

Single Fiy Contest

‘A time of fellowship for those who truly love to fish the fly."

IM:I%'%EEFB‘W:&Z’VKB‘E B RSy R G DGR MY G PR G R T I L

CONTEST RULES
1. All state regulations pertaining to the Chattooga River
water shed must be adhered to.

2. Ona fly must be selected to flsh. If your fly is lost or
becomes unuseable, you are out of the contest for tha
remainder of the day. Materials may be clipped from your
fly but no materials may be added to your £ly.

3. All fish must be released in good condition. There will
be a 10 point penalty for any fish killed.

4. There should be two &nglers on each team. Anglera should
fish together as a team.

5, Other rules or guidelines may be announced at the
contest.

6. A panel of 3 judges will be used to determine the flrst,
second, and third place teams.

PQINT STRUGTURE

Trout under 10 inches - 5 points
Trout over 10 inches - 10 points

ENTRY FER
A $10.00 per team entry fee will be charged to offsaet the
cost of prizes and food.
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interlopars
Roil the Stream

Both groups suffer when
hatchery-raised trout are
released in a stream where
wild trout already live, an
experiment has shown. in
the end both groups
declined, leaving the stream
with fewer trout over all.

Wild trout spread their fins
and send other body signals to
warn interlopers away., Hatchery
trout, unaccustomed to tha game,
tendto ignore the signals.
Exhausting fights often ensue, and
hatchery trout sometimes evict wild ones
from their feeding spogs.

E; Source. Dr. Robert A, Bachman

The experiment found that after two years, there were fawer
wild trout. Although hatchery-raised fish were fatter than the
svelte wild fish to start with, they fed inefficiently, expended too
much energy, grew thinner and often died.

The New York Times; lilustration by Glenn Woltf

Hatched
And Wild
Fish: Clash
Of Cultures
Fish raised in hatcheries

may alter the gene pools
of their wild cousins.

By WILLIAM K. STEVENS

70 millions of true believers, tnere is
“inothing more beautiful in all of na-
ture, nothing to make the heart beat
faster, than the aristocratic trout
and its royal cousin, the salmon. Brilliantly
spotted, pink-flanked or simply and elegantly
silver, they linger in the mind’s eye as para-
8ons of sleek grace and primitive power.

In pursuit of that vision, and to replenish
comimercial salmon stocks, fisheries biolo-
gists over the last half century or so have
released billions of hatchery-reared fish in
American streams, rivers and lakes. For
years, no one thought much about the ecologi-
cal and genetic consequences of turning them
loose.

But now it is clear that fish-stocking pro-
grams have transformed the nation’s trout
and salmon population and may even be
threatening the long-term survival of wild
fish.

When adult hatchery trout are suddenly
thrust into a stream where wild trout have
already established a stable social order,
“they run around like a motorcycle gang,
making troubie wherever they go,”” says Dr.
Robert A. Bachman, a behavioral ecologist
who directs Maryland’s freshwater fisheries
division. The new arrivals charge about the
stream in a tight school, something the wiid
fish would never do, provoking fights every-
where. The conflict and chaos, Dr. Bachman
has found, eventually result in fewer fisk of
either kind.

Other studies have also found that stocking
tends to reduce the number of wild trout. The
hatchery trout dwindle, too, since they are
generally more easily caught and less adept
at feeding on wild fare. The ocutcome is often
an impoverished fishery dependent on peri-
odic fixes of stocked fish.

Of more serious concern are the genetic
risks posed by stocking programs. The genet-

ic integrity of some wild strains, and at least .

one species, is being threatened by inter-
breeding and hybridization. eanwhile,
hatcheries in some cases have'préduced pop-
ulations of trout and salmon with less genetic
variety than is found in the wild. As these fish

7

M

breed with wild trout, scientists say, they -

erode the natural gene pool and may impair '.“
the ability of wild fish to adapt genetically io ||

environmental changes.
Awareness of these dangers {s encourag-

ing fisheries biologists to preserve and bol-

ster populations of wild fish and is prompting

- a shift in fishery practices. Some states have

imposed strict limits on killing trout, thus .

limiting the need for restocking. Hatcheries

and “put-and-take” stocking programs, in

which adult fish are planted in streams only |
Continued on Page C10
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CALENDAR OF COMING EVENTS

COORDINATOR

Dcug Watson
754-6221

Clem Defino
Monte Seehorn

Jim Nixon
746-5311

Jim Kidd
782-3320

Tom Landreth
754-9202

Kyle Burrell

DATE EVENT

Sat 9/21 Stream Improvement Work Outing-Bear Den Creek

Mon 9/23 DEADLINE FOR REPLY TO WILDERNESS USER
QUESTIONAIRE (ENCLOSED)

Mon. Tues Fzll Sampling- West Fork 9:30 West Fork Bridge

9/30 & 31 (See memo in this Newsletter)

Fri 10/4 September/October Rabun TU Meeting §& Campout
Apple Valley on Sarah's Cresk

Sat 10/5 Stream Improvement Work Outing - Sarah's Creek
3:00 AM - Stream Structure

Ths 10/10 Coosa Valley TU Chapter Bangquet
Skytop Holiday Imnn, Rome, GA 6:30 - until

Tues 10/15 Crattooga River Chapter Banguest
Clemson House, Clemson, S. C.

Fri/Sat/Sun Wildlife America Art Show - World Congress Center, Atlanta

10/18, 19,20 Some of the country's most outstanding wildlife
artist - even I'm invited

Sat 10/19 Single Fly Contest Sponsorsd by the Mountain
Bridge Chapter, Greenville, S. C., Meet at S:00
Georgis side of Burrell's Ford Bridge
(See copy of info sheet in this newsletter)

Tues 10/29 Chattahoochee Chapter Bangquet at the Hellenic

Center in Atlanta 7:00 - until
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