
TIGI-{T I-IT{ES
NEl4SLETTER OF THE RABUN CHAPTER

TROUT UNLIMITED

JANUARY 1987

FIAPPY NEW YEAR! THE RABUN CIjAPTER OF TROUT UNLII'4ITED IS READY FOR OUR. FIRST FULL YEAR

OF PROTECTING, ENFIANCING AND II"1PROVING COLD WATER RESOUP.CES IN NORTHEAST GEORGIA! YOU

WILL AGREE, WE CERTAINLY GOT OFF TO A FAST START FOR A NEI^' CHAPTER AND THE BEST IS YET

TO COI'1E !

JANUARY MEET ING NOTICE

THE LJANUARY MEETING I,IILL BE HELD AT THE RABUN COUNTY LTBRAP.Y, CLAYTON ON TUESDAY,

JANUARY 2OTH. SOCIAL TII'1E I.JILL BEGIN AT 6:]O AND THE MEETING AT 7:OO P.M.

REESE SCULL/ DiSTRICT PSNGER, U.S.F.S. TALLULAH DISTRICT, I,JILL PR.ESENT A PROGRAM ON HOI,J

THE U.S.F.S. LAND AND RESOURCE MI\AGEMENT PLAN I,{ILL BE APPLIED IN THE TALLULAH DISTPICT.
AT THE DECEMBER MEETING, JII4 KIDD, U.S.F.S. AND FELLO\^I TU MEMBER, PP.ESENTED AN OVERALL

VIEVJ OF THE PLAN AND ANSWERED A LOT OF QUESTIONS FROI"1 THE MEMBERSHIP.

SOME OF THE AREAS OF CONCERN ARE:

.COLD WATER FISHERiES MANAGEMENT

.WATER OUALITY OF STREAMS

.EROSION CONTP.OL

.NEW ROAD CONSTRUCTION

. EXISTING ROAD MAINTENANCE

.ROAD CLOSURES

. TRADITIONAL DI SPERSED CAMPSITES

AS YOU KNOV,/, THE TALLULAH DISTP.ICT IS OUR AREA, SO LETIS REALLY TURN OUT.

DECEI'IBER MEETING

AS MENTIONED, JIM KIDD OUTLINED THE U.S.F.S. LAND AND RESOURCE MANAGEMENT PLAN FP.OM AN

OVERALL VIEWPOINT.

JEFF DURNIAK, BIOLOGIST FOR GEORGIA FISH AND GAME, LED A LIVELY DISCUSSION ON I,/HY \^!E

SHOULD OR SHOULD NOT HqVE A CLOSED TROUT SEASON. JEFF ALSO SHOVJED A FILM BY FISH AND

GAME PROMOTING SUPPORT FOR THE PROPOSED INCREASE IN LICENSE FEES FO,R. HUNTING AND FISHING.
WHiLE MUCH OF THE INCREASED REVENUE WOULD GO INTO WMAIS OUTSIDE THIS AREA, IT \^/AS AGR.EED

IT COULD TAKE SOME PRESSURE OFF NORTH GEORGIA AND WOULD ENHANCE THE SPORTTNG OPPORTUNITIES

THR,OUGHOUT THE STATE.

THE CI-IAPTER THEN TUR,NED ITS ATTENTION TO NOMII\ATING AR.EA STREAIYS FOR POTENTIAL IIIORK PRO-

.JECTS. USING DATA FROM THE FORMS FILLED IN BY MEMBERS, THE FOLLOWING STREAMS WEP.E SELECTED:

1) UPPER CHATTOGA RIVER
2) RED CREEK

3) OVERFLOI^/ CREEK
4) EiE CREEK

5) POPCORN CREEK

IN ADDITION, V{E NOMINATED THOMAS CREEK FOR ENFIANCEMENT AS A IIATIVE BROOK TI?OUT STREA|.I.

'I'/E ALSO RECOMMENDED TFIAT THE U.S.F.S. AND GEORGIA GAME AND FISH CONCENTRATE ON ENHANCING

THE EXISTING FISHEP.IES IN THE TALLUIAH R,qNGER DISTRICT, I'JITHOUT PP.OGRAMS OF CONVERSION OF

RAINBOW FISHERIES TO NATIVE BROOK TROUT FISHERIES
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WE ALSO DO NOT SUPPORT A PRCGRp\I'1 0F CUTTING BF1USH AND OVEP.COVER ALONG STREAI1S

OUP. MEETING CLOSED WITH A VIDEO FTLM ON THE U.S.F.S. CHATTOOGA PRO.IECT.

DON'T FORGET RAFFLE ITEMS FOR THE JANUARY MEETiNG. OUR TR,EASUP.Y HAS S\,VELLED TO OVEP
SEVEN HUNDRED DOLLARS - LOTS OF IT FROM RAFFLE BUCKS]

ftaI]qqg&_8JyE&_PRoJEIL

THE BELOI,/ ARTICLE.APPEAP.ED IN THE.JANUARY t87 ISSUE OF 'TSOUTH CAROLII{A OUT-OF-DOOP.S,'.

Januar.v l9t? Soulh Carolina Out-of-Doors Prge 9

Chattooga River fisheries study
(COLUMBIA, S.C.) - what do

you 8et Yhcn you'Put 40 Trout Un-

limired volunten, Forest Service pcr-

sonncl from three National Forests

and frsheries biologisu from two

statcs in thc Chattooga Rivcr for trvo

days? The ans*er - lots of informa-

tion on the biological health and trout
population of this beaudful river
which forms thc boundary beiween

Sourh Carolina and Georgia for 40

miles-

Forest Supewisor Donald Eng

said, "The ptoj€c1, which will take

about a ye3r to complac, is ProbablY
thc largcst coopntivc program in the

Southeast conducted to obtain de'

tailed information concerning a
ri,,..r. .h;l;rn r^ n'^/',^.."^ril T.oUlrrrlr r IryurJ rv yrwerh

Uoiimircd pledged ovcr 53000 and is

expected to donate about 2600 man-

hours helping obtain stalc of thc arr

fisheria information." Soudr Caro-
lina r#ildlife and Marine Resourccs

Dcpartment contributd another

t3000 and Georgia'Dtpartrnent of
Natural Resources piovidcd man-

.powa aud cquipment valucd at

t3000.

The goups convcrgcd on thc Chat-

tooga to conduct t*o major studics.

The first invmtoria small organismJ

fonning thc basc of the food chain,

while tlrc saond study dacrmines

numbtr and specics of fish.
Biologisu refer to small aquatic in-

sacts as macroinvcrtcblatcs. Tcams
gatherd sampla at 24 locations dir-
tributcd over thc lcngth of thc river.

This was done by placing a metal

framc, holding a &fmt bag-shaped

nct, on thc gravel riwr bonom.
Organisms vere brushed froo rock
and thc cuncnt washed them

domstrcam into the na. Volunrcrs
ald profcssionals *orked togrtler
soning &rough thc dcbris hunting for
organisms that wcrc ofteu snaller
than thc bcad of a pin.

William Eadish, a graduate stu-

dent at Clemson Univcnity, will

analyzc the sampla and dacrmine
kinds aod numbcr of orFnisms from
each samplc location. This often

rcquires usc of a microscop, duc to
their small sizr.

Ncn, group sa up bloct mts

abovc and bdow two l$macr sc-

tions of thc C-hanooga. These ncts

prevent lish from moving in or out of
scctions srleoed for clearo-shocking
sampling. Battcry driven shocken.
gencrating 500-t00 volts, tcmporarily
stun nerrby lish so thcy can bc

dipped with nets. Each sample section
yieldcd 20-35 trout, primarily native

brown troul, measuring hom 3-19

inchcs long. In addition, scveral

species consisting of suckers, chubs.

shinners, sculpins, ninnows and

dacts wcre found. Crc*s wcighcd,

measured and recorded thc dau on

cach fish.

"Fishermcn werc surprised and

biologists plcased at the apparent

good health ofthe Ctrattooga Rivcr,"
Supervisor Eng reportcd. While many

of the volunteers had hshed the arca,

fcw realizcd just how many brorvn

trout were prcsent, Apparently many

fish arc wisc to lishcrmen and rcfuse

to take thc bait unless a fisherman is
very skill&.

The Chattooga bccame the south's

first Wild and Scenic rivcr in 1974 by

an act of Con8ress. Since that timc,
the Forest Servicc has souSttt to main-
tain thc river to provide cha.llenging

outdoor recreation experiences in an

arca offering Sreat sccnic beauly.

ASK FIRST/I@
to l{unt e Fistr on Privote Lond

ENCLOSED ARE TWO POEMS BY A FRIEND OF DOUG ADAMSI DAUGHTER. IT SHOULD BE SELF_EXPLAN_
ATORY. THEY ARE TERRIFIC! SEE HOW EASY IT IS TO MAKE A CONTRIBUTION TO TIGHT LINES!

NEP fron SCWT! Ordd yoor Ask [inl!! blnper rticta by rcrding r rlf-rddre*scd, sltmped €Dvclopc lo A* Iirsl
SCW[, P, O. Bor 11t5, Colunbh, SC 29110.

PRESI DENT :

DOUG ADA]YS

P.O. BOX 65
RABUN GAP, GA 30568

EDITOR:
TOM LANDRETH
ROUTE 2, NEW LIBERTY ROAD

CLARKESVILLE, GA 10523
7 54-9202
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