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TIGHT LINES  
January 2025 Newsletter  

of the 

Rabun Chapter (522) Trout Unlimited 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The mission of  the Rabun 

Chapter of  Trout Unlimited 

is to conserve, protect, and 

restore Northeast Georgia’s 

coldwater fisheries and 

their watersheds. 

CLICK HERE  
to visit our website! 

 

 

 

Now on Instagram!   
@rabunchaptertu    

 

 

No Rabun Chapter Meeting in January. 

Instead, come join us at the  

 

38th Annual Rabun Rendezvous!! 
 

Saturday, January 18 

 

Rabun County Civic Center, 

201 West Savannah Street, Clayton, GA 

 

$40 per adult, $25 per youth 15 and under 

 

Doors open at 4:00 pm; Bluegrass music by The Foxfire Boys from 
5:00-6:30; Dinner catered by Bluehound Barbeque starts at 6:30. 

 

Great selection of  bucket raffle and silent auction items! 

 

See pages 3-7 for more information. 
 

http://www.rabuntu.org
https://www.facebook.com/rabuntu/
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 Important Upcoming Dates 

Mark Your Calendars Now! 
 

• There will be no monthly Chapter meeting in January. 

• Tuesday, Jan 14.  Monthly Chapter Board of Directors Meeting.   Rabun Gap Presbyteri-

an Church Fellowship Hall.  Starts at 7:00 pm.  Anyone can attend.  Contact Tammy Hop-

ton for more information. 

• Saturday, Jan 18.  38th Annual Rabun Rendezvous.  Rabun County Civic Center, Clayton, 

GA.  See pages 3-7 for more information.  

• Friday, January 31—Sunday, February 2.  Atlanta Fly Fishing Show.  Gas South Conven-

tion Center, Duluth, GA.  CLICK HERE for more information. 

• Tuesday, February 18.  Monthly Rabun Chapter Meeting.  Fellowship Hall of Saint James 

Episcopal Church, 260 Warwoman Road, Clayton, GA.  Social starts at 6:30 pm, meeting 

starts at 7:00 pm.  Program:  “Fly Tying for All Skill Levels”, presented by various Chap-

ter fly tyers.  All equipment and supplies will be provided.  Important:  nominations will 

be taken on Chapter officer vacancies, with a vote to be taken in March.  Contact Tammy 

Hopton for more information. 

• Tuesday, February 25.  Monthly Chapter Board of Directors Meeting.   Location to be de-

termined.  Starts at 7:00 pm.  Anyone can attend.  Nominations for Chapter vacancies 

will be discussed.  Contact Tammy Hopton for more information. 

• Saturday, March 15, 2025.  Georgia Council Trout Unlimited Quarterly Meeting.  Anyone 

can attend.  9:00 am.  Food Bank of Northeast Georgia, Covered Bridge Shopping Cen-

ter, 46 Plaza Way, Clayton, GA.  Contact Tammy Hopton for more information. 

• Friday, March 15.  Deadline for Trout Camp Applications.  See page 9 and 10 for more 

information. 

• Tuesday, March18.  Monthly Rabun Chapter Meeting.  Food Bank of Northeast Georgia, 

Covered Bridge Shopping Center, 46 Plaza Way, Clayton, GA.  Social starts at 6:30 pm, 

meeting starts at 7:00 pm.  Program:  “Meet the New District Ranger”, presented by Tow-

dy Tipton, USFS District Ranger of the Chattooga River Ranger District.   Important:  we 

will vote on Chapter officer vacancies.  Contact Tammy Hopton for more information. 

• Saturday, March 22, 2025.  Hoot on the Hooch.  Annual fund raising banquet for the GA 

Foothills Chapter.  To be held at Helendorf Inn, Helen, GA.  5:30 pm.  The winner of the 

2025 Dream Trip Raffle will be announced.  Contact Foothills Chapter President Pat 

Berzsery for more information. 

• Friday, April 25—Sunday, April 27, 2025.  Trout Unlimited Eastern Regional Rendezvous.  

Shepherdstown, WV.   CLICK HERE for more information. 

 

 

mailto:teajatee@gmail.com
mailto:teajatee@gmail.com
https://flyfishingshow.com/atlanta/
mailto:teajatee@gmail.com
mailto:teajatee@gmail.com
mailto:teajatee@gmail.com
mailto:teajatee@gmail.com
mailto:teajatee@gmail.com
mailto:pberzs@bellsouth.net
mailto:pberzs@bellsouth.net
https://www.tu.org/get-involved/volunteer-tacklebox/volunteer-leader-trainings-events/annual-meetings-regional-rendezvous/regional-rendezvous/northeast-regional/
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 SAVE THE DATE! 

 

Rabun Rendezvous – NEW LOCATION! 

 

Event:  2025 Rabun Rendezvous 

Location:  Rabun County Civic Center, Clayton, GA 

When:  Saturday, January 18, 2025 

Time:  Event begins at 4:30 pm 

 

Please join us for the 2025 Rabun Rendezvous at the Rabun County Civic Center in Clayton, 

GA.   Due to renovations at The Dillard House, the location was changed.  The Foxfire Boys 

will be in attendance providing their special brand of Bluegrass Music, great deals on items 

in the Silent Auction and Bucket Raffle areas great fellowship and good food!  More details 

to follow on the menu as these details are being finalized. 

 

HOW CAN YOU HELP? 

We need items donated to support the fundraising event, volunteers to help staff the areas 

and ensure a smooth event, and most importantly, WE NEED YOU TO COME!  All the net pro-

ceeds go to fund Trout Unlimited activities.  Funds are used to support, youth education and 

Trout Camp. GA DNR, Kids Fishing Events, Casting for Recovery, Project Healing Waters 

and many conservation efforts.   

Please find attached a copy of the solicitation letter for the 2025 Rabun Rendezvous.  This 

will help explain our activities to potential donors.  Arts and crafts, donated trips, fishing 

and other outdoor equipment are just some of the items that are used to help raise funds.  

Thanks for your support of the Rabun County Trout Unlimited Chapter and we hope to see 

you at the 2025 Rabun Rendezvous! 

 

Ray King 

Rabun TU Treasurer / Rendezvous Chair 
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The Rabun Chapter of Trout Unlimited proudly presents 

A Celebration of Rivers, Streams, Trout, and Trout Fishing! 

 

Please join us for the 38th Annual 

RABUN RENDEZVOUS 
 

“The Rendezvous was unlike anything before or since, a gathering of uninhibited men down from the mountains. The event 

attracted perhaps a hundred mountain men, their Indian wives, and assorted visiting tribesmen.  Amusements included 

gambling, drinking, storytelling – continuing day and night.”  Quote from The Mountain Men, by George Laycock. 

 

WHEN:  Saturday, January 18, 2025.   Note  change of date from previous years. 

WHERE:  The Rabun County Civic Center, located 201 West Savanah Street, Clayton, GA. Note  change of  lo-

cation from previous years. 

WHO:  Everyone! The more the better!  Anyone interested in conserving and protecting our cold-water re-

sources, including their families, friends, and all who love cold streams, trout, and trout fishing. 

SOCIAL:  Doors open at 4:00 pm.   

The Foxfire Boys will again provide their ‘down home’ style of bluegrass picking and singing for your enjoy-

ment from 5:00 to 6:00 pm.  CD’s will be available for purchase.  

Raffle and silent auction items will be available for your chance of purchase.  We welcome donations of raffle 

and auction items! 

DINNER:  A variety of barbeque meats and delicious vegetables and deserts, all made by Blue Hound Barbe-

que , Dillard GA, will be served at 6:30 pm.  It is a serve yourself buffet and you will not leave hungry! 

COST:  $40 for adults and $25 for youth age 15 and younger.  Cash, check, AMEX,VISA or MasterCard are ac-

cepted.  Pay at the door when you arrive, no advance tickets sales. 

LODGING:  Make lodging reservations on your own.  There are no special rates available connected with the 

Rendezvous.  CLICK HERE for a listing of Rabun County hotels. 

The 2024 Rabun Rendezvous provided financial support for the following:  GA Council Youth Trout Camp; 

Sponsoring youth to attend Trout Camp; GA Department of Natural Resources Smithgall Woods Conservation 

Education Program; US Forest Service Kid’s Fishing Event at Tallulah River; Fly-Fishing 101 educational 

event; Helicopter stocking program; In-stream habitat improvement on a brook trout stream; Casting for Re-

covery; Fly Fishing for Vets; National TU’s Youth Education, First Cast, Embrace-A-Stream, Griffiths Circle, 

and Southeast Lands program; and GA Council Conservation fund. 

https://www.amazon.com/Mountain-Men-Dramatic-History-Frontiersmen/dp/1493018825/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1540563433&sr=1-1&keywords=the+mountain+men+by+george+laycock
https://www.bluehoundbarbecue.com/
https://www.bluehoundbarbecue.com/
https://www.google.com.ng/travel/search?q=rabun%20county%20hotels&qs=OAA&ved=0CAAQ5JsGahcKEwiomcPXlL6JAxUAAAAAHQAAAAAQCQ
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Scenes from Previous Rabun Rendezvous 

“The Rendezvous was unlike anything before or since, a gathering of  uninhibit-

ed men down from the mountains. The event attracted perhaps a hundred 

mountain men, their Indian wives, and assorted visiting tribesmen.  Amuse-

ments included gambling, drinking, storytelling – continuing day and night.”   

Quote from The Mountain Men, by George Laycock. 

https://www.amazon.com/Mountain-Men-Dramatic-History-Frontiersmen/dp/1493018825/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1540563433&sr=1-1&keywords=the+mountain+men+by+george+laycock
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Do You Know of  a Youth That Wants to go to Trout Camp? 

 

Each year the Rabun Chapter sponsors two youth to attend the Georgia Trout Camp.  The 

Rabun Chapter will pay for the tuition for the two campers that it sponsors.   

The Trout Camp is run by the Georgia Council of Trout Unlimited with support from all 

twelve chapters.  The 2025 Trout Camp will be held  June 1-6 at the Tallulah Falls School, in 

Tallulah Falls, GA. 

Trout Camp is for boys and girls between the ages of 13-15 where they learn and practice 

the sport of  flyfishing, study sound conservation practices, and enjoy a fun and rewarding 

experience! 

For more information on Trout Camp, visit the Georgia Council website CLICK HERE.   

To apply to Trout Camp, with the Rabun Chapter as your sponsor, fill out the application on 

page 10 and mail it to: 

 

Charlie Breithaupt, Camp Coordinator 

194 Kitchens Lane 

Clayton, GA   30525 

 

Applications for the Rabun Chapter sponsorship must be received by March 15, 2025. 

 

 

 

https://georgiatu.org/education/about-trout-camp/
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Fishing Reports 

My 2025 Goal:  Catching a Trout on a Dry Fly in Each of  the 12 

Months! by Nanette O’Hara 

My streak continues! Caught several trout on a dry fly in December. The orange stimulator 

did the trick. 

Also caught fish on a double nymph rig, on a size 16 black midge or rainbow warrior. Winter 

fishing is awesome!  

 

Fishing Reports, continued 

A New Years Tradition by Prez Tammy Hopton 

Every year Pat and I rent a cabin at Smithgall Woods State Park during the week between 

Christmas and New Years Day.  Mostly we just relax but we also spend time fishing Dukes 

Creek.  This year we also went to the headwaters of the Chattahoochee River to fish and ex-

plore. 

Although the fishing was good, the catching was tough in both places.  I was skunked fish-

ing the Chattahoochee but Pat managed to land a small stream-raised rainbow  trout.  I did 

manage to catch several good, hard fighting 12-14” rainbows in Dukes Creek, mostly near 

the picnic shelter.  All that Pat caught in Dukes Creek were horny heads! 
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Rabun Chapter Leadership Contacts 

Voting Leaders     Non-Voting Leaders 

Tammy Hopton Chapter President   

Trey McFalls  Chapter Vice President Jerry McFalls  Scouts Liaison 

Ray King  Treasurer   Pat Hopton  Tight Lines Editor  

David Ruth  Secretary    Pat Hopton  Memorials 

Jeff Durniak  Past President  Nannete O’Hara Social Media Chair   

Ray King  Fundraising Chair     

Steve Perry  Director thru 03/25  

Mike Anderson Director thru 03/26 

Rick O’Hara  Director thru 03/27 

Ken Kellerman Director thru 03/28 

Click on the Images and Visit the Websites of  our Sponsors 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you, Sponsors!  We appreciate your support of the Rabun Chapter! 

All donations to Rabun TU (a Federal Tax Exempt 501(c)3 non-profit) are tax deductible.  

 

 

You are Invited to Join Trout Unlimited! 

CLICK HERE to go to the membership page of Trout Unlimited.  Once you join, TU will as-

sign you to the nearest Chapter according to your Zip Code.  If you wish to be a member of 

the Rabun Chapter regardless of your Zip Code, specify Chapter 522 in your application. 

If you have any questions, contact the Chapter Membership Chairperson Mike Anderson. 

Rabun Chapter Membership Update 

No new members this month. 

Current Chapter membership:  148 adult members and 2 youth members. 

mailto:teajatee@gmail.com
mailto:Treytmcfalls@gmail.com
mailto:threeforksadventures@hotmail.com
mailto:rking072074@gmail.com
mailto:scotts_creek58@yahoo.com
mailto:deruth@truvista.net
mailto:rabunbald@gmail.com
mailto:Jeffdurniak@yahoo.com
mailto:oharacomm@gmail.com
mailto:rking072074@gmail.com
mailto:flygide@gmail.com
mailto:manderson2228@gmail.com
mailto:flyguy47@verizon.net
mailto:kkellerman78@hotmail.com
http://www.atlantaflyfishingschool.com/html/fly_fishing_school_location.html
https://broderickcrawfordart.com/
https://www.reevesacehardware.com/
http://riverthroughatlanta.com/
http://www.chattahoocheemedia.com/flyfishing-books
http://www.dillardhouse.com/
http://thefishhawk.com/
https://www.gigmasters.com/bluegrassband/thefoxfireboys
http://www.unicoioutfitters.com/index.shtml
https://shadycreekexpeditions.com/
https://parkbench.com/blog/hatch-camp-art-farm-event-spaces-venues-rabun-county-scott-low
http://www.tu.org/join522Rabun
mailto:manderson2228@gmail.com
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Connect with Rabun Chapter TU on Social Media 

Are you on FaceBook or Instagram?  Well the Rabun Chapter is too! 

We invite you to follow us for timely fishing info, conservation news and alerts, and remind-

ers of Chapter activities.  We feature member photos and videos and share news from the 

motherships: - National and Georgia Council TU—as well as partners such as the US Forest 

Service and GA Department of Natural Resources.  We even dish some hot fishing tips and 

post some just-for-fun content  for all you trout fin-atics. 

Follow us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/rabuntu 
Follow us on Instagram at @rabunchaptertu    
Check out our website at www.rabuntu.org 
 
Have photos, videos or news to share with Chapter members?  Send them to Nanette O’Ha-
ra, Social Media Chair at oharacomm@gmail.com  
  

January Hatch Chart 

  
The Bugs   Time of Month  Time of Day   Suggested Flies .  
 

Blue Wing Olive and All month Late am to Mid pm 16-18 BWO, Blue Quill, Adams Parachute 

Blue Quill       16 BWO Nymph, Pheasant Tail 

 

Midges   All month All day   18-22 Griffiths Gnat 

        18-22 Midge Pupa 

 
None at all   All month  All day    Dredging Nymphs:12-16 Prince, Hare’s Ear, Zugbug,  
        Pheasant Tail 

                               

Fly of  the Month 
By Terry Rivers 

 

Parachute Blue Wing Olive 

HOOK: #14-22 Dry Fly   

TAIL:  Dun/Gray Hackle Feathers 

BODY: Olive Dubbing 

TPARACHUTE:  Antron or White Calf Body Hair 

WING :  Dun/Gray Hackle 

 

Great fly to have when things slow down during the winter months.  On warm afternoons a 

hatch will usually come off.  Size does matter!  

See you on The River!  Terry 

http://www.facebook.com/rabuntu
https://rabuntu.org/
mailto:oharacomm@gmail.com
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Prez Notes 

The holidays may be over, but now Rendezvous season is here!   We are busy with gathering 

donations for the silent auctions and bucket raffles.  Have you contributed?  Remember this 

is our main fundraising event of the year, so let’s try to have as many good quality items as 

possible.   

You should have gotten an email from Ray King asking for help with setting up the tables on 

the day prior to the Rendezvous.  If you did not get the email, then be at the Civic Center on 

Friday, Jan 17 around 11:00 am.  We will also need help taking everything down on Saturday 

evening right after the Rendezvous.  Please contact Ray if you are able to help. 

What else?  How about a New Year, new challenges and new adventures.  I am looking for-

ward to continuing our traditional yearly Chapter events and maybe changing it up with 

some new ones.  If you have any ideas for monthly program meetings, outings, etc just let 

me know.   

Like last year, our meeting locations may be different from month to month, so please stay 

connected on Facebook, Instagram and our website to see what we are doing and where 

we are doing it. 

But first things first:  January is for the Rabun Rendezvous.  Plan to come and bring a friend 

or two with you  and let’s have some fun!  And what can be more fun then visiting with old 

friends, making new friends, listening to live bluegrass music, bidding an all kinds of good 

stuff, and enjoying delicious Bluehound Barbeque! 

I’m looking forward to seeing you there.  You won’t be able to miss me—I’ll be the one with 

barbeque sauce down the front of my shirt! 

 

Prez Tammy 

 

 

 


